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INTRODUCING THE

SP-12

THE NEW SP-12 FROM STANDARD MANUFACTURING IS A
COMPLETELY AMBIDEXTROUS PUMP-ACTION SHOTGUN WHICH
ACCEPTS AND RELIABLY CYCLES 13/4" “MINI-TYPE” SHELLS
AS WELL AS 23/," AND 3" SHELLS RIGHT OUT OF THE BOX.

FEATURES:

CALIBER: 12 GAUGE

CHAMBER: 1%/4", 2%/,", 3"

BARREL LENGTH:14.5"

OVERALL LENGTH: 26.5"

CAPACITY: 7+1 WITH 23/," SHELLS

ACTION: PUMP

MATERIAL: AIRCRAFT GRADE 7075 MACHINED ALUMINUM
CONTROLS: AMBI SAFETY, AR STYLE CONTROLS

Standard

MANUFACTURING
COMPACT SHOWN
ALSO AVAILABLE IN

MADE IN U.S.A STANDARD SIZE WWW.STDGUN.COM
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IT’S TIME FOR AN UPGRADE

T TA

VP pistols have easy to change backstraps and side
panels for a personalized fit. 27 custom-fitted grip
combinations are possible.

The best-selling HK pistol just got even better. HK VP9
pistols now include the following upgrades.
* 17-round magazines replace previous 15-round versions
* Improved iron sights, with high-visibility front sight

and clean black rear

* Optional optics-ready mounting system

If you've been thinking about upgrading to an HK,

now is the time.

www.hk-usa.com e 706-568-1906
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__SPEAKOUT

DON'T FIGHT WITH POWER TOOLS!

I'd like to share something that recently happened to me that | think casts a new light on this issue. We often
talk about shooting with the other hand in terms of being shot, or injured, or holding a baby, etc. But most of

the thoughts we have are in terms of something happening during, or because of, some kind of confrontation.

A couple of weeks ago | had an argument with a bandsaw, and it won. | sliced about halfway through
the tendon on my trigger finger. Suddenly | needed to be able to shoot with my “other hand.” This is
something | practiced for maybe 5% of my trigger fime. | wasn't good af it, it wasn't fun (maybe because
| wasn't good at it) so | really didn't fake it very seriously. | thought, “What are the odds of any confronta-
tion, and then getting shot in my right arm or hand, leaving me unable to shoot?”

They say a wood worker with all his fingers is not working enough. Well, 1 still have them all but the
most important one, my trigger finger so far doesn’t work worth a damn. And suddenly shooting with
my other hand has become important.

In short, practice with your other hand as much as you do with your main, preferred, strong, etc. hand.
You never know when something other than a gunfight will suddenly come along and make being able fo

YOUR FORUM TO PONTIFICATE, PONDER AND PROBE

shoot with your “other” hand crifically important.

Sacred Cows

Roy Huntington usually doesn’t
miss a trick but the 1911 sear spring
supposedly has a fifth job. The bent
tip on the left tine is the disassembly
“tool” for the magazine catch.

Sgt. J. Weiss, Ret.

At least, that is what I was told
many years ago and I have used it
for that purpose, on occasion. Nor-
mally I would declare this oversight
with a slammed fist and a hearty, “By
Golly!” but I am still reeling from
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a recent discovery that an indisput-
able fact I had held for over 50 years
was not only disputable but was
actually false. It seems the notch in
the old, military dog tags was actu-
ally to index it in the Addressograph
Model 70 Medical Imprinter and
was not a “tooth notch” for jamming
it between the two front teeth of a

SEE YOUR BULLET PATH

IMPROVE YOUR ACCURACY

SAFE FOR RANGE USE
NON-INCENDIARY PROJECTILES
EXCLUSIVE PATENTED TECHNOLOGY

LS5 27174

VISUAL AMMUNITION™

NO LONGER A SHOT IN THE DARK.

INCORPORATETD

www.Ammolnc.com

© @ @AmmolncUSA | Nasdag: POWW | SEND
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deceased combatant. This misconcep-
tion was compounded by the fact I
had just “educated” my wife when
she ran across her father’s old dog
tags. Sacred cow tastes very much
like crow. So, without access to any of
John Browning’s engineering notes to
verify this, we will dispense with the
tar and feathers and leave it as a pos-
sible oversight.

Joe Filice

Well, even in retirement, Roy’s still
on top of things. While not part of
the article you reference, in the most
recent DIY Gunsmithing Special Edi-
tion, he wrote an article about how
to take down a 1911 with no tools,
only using the parts in the pistol to
fully field strip it. And, as you’ve likely
guessed, part of that involves using
the sear spring as a make-do screw-
driver to do things like remove the
magazine release screw head. Also,
for those interested, Joe kindly pro-
vided a link for more reading on the
dog tag myth. You can learn more at
DogTagsRUs.com. —TM

Bombing Hitler

After reading the excellent
“Nazi Mouse Guns” article in your
November/December 2021 issue, I did
some further digging into the briefcase
bomb that was used by Count Claus
von Stauffenberg.

The detonation was said to have
been as powerful as a German artil-
lery shell. It used an explosive charge
of Nobel 808 “plastique” explosive,
similar to the U.S. Army’s C2 of
WWII. The timer/detonator used an
acid-filled glass vial that when crushed
with a pliers would, over time, release
a spring-driven hammer into a percus-
sion cap. It was derived from a British
silent time bomb, seized with captured
British SOE commandos, (who often
provided Nobel 808 to the French
resistance) typically used to sabotage
railroad bridges and derail trains.

How it made its way from the
British POWs to the Operation
Valkyrie plotters would be a story in
itself. Also, a similar briefcase bomb
was put in a plane that Hitler was
flying in. Regrettably, it failed to deto-
nate at altitude. Der Fuhrer somehow
survived several bomb plots.

Robert Feinstein

96th Infantry Division
Historical Committee

Editor of the Deadeye Dispatch

About Those Light Dots ...

What I don’t understand is why
no one has ever addressed — at least
that I’ve seen or heard — the issue of
a laser compared to a red dot optic.
It’s always seemed to me that with

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

“Throom targets allow you to stand closer
than steel, shoot faster than steel and they
put up with more rounds than steel targets.”

Kevin Michalowski’s 3 Favorite Things
(USCCA Expo 2018)

Bullels pass through instead of back al you!

I f you shoot metal targets, you know why i * Use indoors or outdoors
one should always wear safety glasses " * Totally weather/temp proof
while shoofing. Splattering bullet fragments o 7 times lighter than steel

and ricochefing bullets are not uncommon “é Shoot virtually any ammo

and represent a clear and present e I_ . > Learn more at:
danger to shoofers of metal " %% . ThroomTargets.com
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Ricochet-free; 3
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Throom® targets were t? P e
designed to replace At
dangerous ricochet-
causing steel targets.
They're made of
Shoot-Throo™ our remarkable
lightweight polymer material
that allows bullets to pass right
through, but instantly self-heals.

This target has taken
over 1,000 shots!
Take a thumping,
keep on jumping
It's nothing for the Throom® target to take
thousands of shots. When you hit a Throom®
target, it reacts to the bullet strike by falling,
flipping or jumping, giving you instant visual
feedback. Look at a Throom® self-healing target
that's been shot through and you'll see the bullet
holes have turned into mere pinholes, allowing
for long-lasting use. Best of all, you never have
to worry about ricochets or splash-back.

If your Throom® target doesn’t provide completely

splatter free performance, unlike steel targets,
we’ll buy it back, no questions asked.
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10% Off
for Military, LEO
& First Responders
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SPEAK OUT

a (more visible) green laser, you
wouldn’t have to worry about sights
as long as you’d zeroed your laser to
your gun. So, you wouldn’t have to
worry about finding the red dot, what
size it was, lighting conditions, MOA
or any of that stuff. Am I missing
something obvious? I freely admit
that’s possible!

Don

As for your question on red dot sights
and green lasers, here are my thoughts
on the topic — your mileage may vary ...

While a green laser is definitely
“brighter” than a red one, they 're still
not bright enough to use as a primary
sighting system in daylight conditions.
When outside, even at closer ranges,
finding the laser dot is not easy —
there’s just too much light from that
big orange ball in the sky to be over-
come by a tiny laser powered by a
coin-sized battery. So, the net effect is,
while you can see it at 5, 10 and even
25 yards in “some” daylight condi-
tions, it’s not jumping into your vision
like it does in the dark. You’ll spend
far more time trying to find a laser dot
in the daytime than with other sighting
systems. In the dark, however, lasers
quite literally leap into view. You can't
help but see that glowing dot on or
near your target. So, it’s a question of
their intended use. Lasers are great
in lower light. Iron sights and/or red
dots are great in brighter conditions.
Kind of a case of using the right tool
for the job. —TM

Team Spirit & The P225

Congratulations and best wishes to
Tom McHale upon your assumption of
editorship of 4H. It is good to see Roy
H remains aboard. What a team!

I recently caught up with an old
university friend who spent 20 years
with the RCMP. I knew he would not
have been carrying the standard 5", all
steel S&W 9mm, which would have
shouted “I’m a cop.” Here’s a short
list, with some of my friends com-
ments: .25 acp Beretta — my wallet
gun, .38 special S&W J-Frame — with
a barrel shroud; one of my family’s
favorites, 1911s — many over the
years — the view criminals had of the
muzzle seemed to impress!

This last one may be of spe-
cial interest to Roy. My friend has
medium-sized hands. He could not
get comfortable with the SIG SAUER
P226. What fit him perfectly was the
P225. I remember you writing favor-
ably about your experiences with that
model. He had a set of two P225s, one
for strong side holster and the other

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM e MARCH/APRIL 2022
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MC9 Optic Pistols have the features and
quality you want, in a sleek light ergonomic
package; equipped with interchangeable
backstraps, Far-Dot™ optics (Micro Red-Dot
with Fiber Optic Sight), picatinny rail and
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Open the dictionary and look up the word
“striker-fire pistol" and you could see
Girsan's MC28. This amazing Full-size 9mm
semi-auto pistol features interchangeable
grips, trigger safety, full accessory rail and
red-dot optics. Choose from the three
available finishes.

STARTING AT $477

|i‘! L 48 14
. - ;
FEEYI SIS Y 2 ¥

f B (O W @eaacorp
Learn more www.eaacorp.com/striker-fire



https://eaacorp.com/product/girsan-mc1911-sc-ultimate/

for special occasions, such as service
of search or arrest warrants, when he
would take both.

John Paton

Webley Warnings

I should have written this 20 years
ago but at least now I have recently
reviewed several writers’ articles and
videos regarding the Webley Mark
6 before this e-mail. I had not come
across the chamber mouth measure-
ment before in their content, nor found
it referenced in comments in several
online discussions.

While on another gun’s improve-
ment project, it occurred to me to
check the cylinder dimensions of
my 1916 Webley Mark 6, which had
been altered for .45 ACP with half-
moon clips. The chamber mouths were
0.450". To go with a bore of 0.455"?
Well, this makes sense for the earlier
loads with a hollow base lead bullet
and black powder. But not for the
jacketed round used with smokeless
powder used in 1916.

And if using the .45 ACP with

Dillon
PRECISION

its higher pressures, the jacketed
round being forced through the 0.450"
opening makes the situation even
more dangerous.

I was in the process of opening
my Ruger Old Model Bisley Vaquero
chamber mouths to 0.453" from the
factory 0.451" to better go with the
barrel bore of 0.4515" and the planned
use of LBT or other heavy bullets.
It was a good time to also open the
altered Webley cylinder’s chamber
mouths to 0.452".

I do not know about any other
Webley Chamber mouths. The 0.450”
diameter may be just fine with the
lead Fiocchi .455 rounds in an orig-
inal cylinder.

I use .45 auto-rim cartridges with
0.451" lead round nose bullets. This is
the only auto-rim I have and only goes
in the Webley. And I do not use the .45
ACP in it. So there is no room for con-
fusion. Thanks. Hope to help someone.

James Glenn

Love Them Holsters

I rarely comment in a magazine
column but wanted to take a few min-
utes and thank you for highlighting
Dave Galloway’s Ronin Leather Hol-
sters in the Jul/Aug issue of American

= =,

Handgunner. 1 echo your comments
regarding his first-class work. From the
design of the holster to the quality of
the stitching, and especially the finish
work, my Aegis Calypto model is top
notch. Dave took time on the phone to
answer my questions and when the hol-
ster arrived in my mailbox a couple of
weeks later, even my wife took notice
and commented she thought it looked
great (high praise indeed). In short, its
looks are flawless, it fits great and I
couldn’t be happier. Thank you again
for bringing Ronin to my attention. |
suspect I will be adding more of them
to my holster collection.

Garry Cuff

AMERICAN HANDGUNNER® welcomes letters fo the editor. We re-
serve the right to edit all published letters for clarity and length. Due
to the volume of mail, we are unable to individually answer your
letters or email. In sending a letter to Handgumner, you agree to
provide Publishers’ Development Corp. such copyright as is required
for publishing and redistributing the contents of your letter in any
format. Send your letiers to Speak Ouf, American Handgunner,
13741 Danielson St. Ste. A, Poway, CA 92064; americanhandgun-
ner.com; e-mail: editor@americanhandgunner.com.

Check out AmericanHandgunner.com to enter the Gun Giveaway,
enjoy our thousands of online arficles, videos, digital editions,

novice, women and new shooters articles, and lots q
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libertarian mindset and
compassion aren’t, at
least by definition, mutu-

. ally exclusive. However,
there are occasions in life
where one has to plant a
stake'in the ground and choose one
or the other.

Most every range outing, I
spot a new(er) shooting cautiously
aiming a pistol downrange, arms
quivering, anticipation coming off
their body in near-visible waves. As
I peruse the stance and grip, I see it.
The dreaded “thumbs crossed” over
the butt end of a semi-auto pistol.

The mini-libertarian elf break
dancing on my left shoulder says,
“So what? If they choose to come to
the range to torch off a lethal weapon
without even considering the instruc-
tion manual, then they have to live with
the consequences. It’s not our role in life
to save people from themselves.”

But there’s another gnome on my
right shoulder. He’s playing Kenny G.
remakes on a harp, and his counsel is
different. ““You have an opportunity to
save someone from slicing their thumb
clean off and bloodying up the range.
Don’t you love your fellow humans?
What, do you watch reruns of Hal-
loween XVIII in your spare time? What’s
wrong with you? Go help them!”

He’s got a point, because empathy
comes into play in this particular situation.

I’m not talking about sympathy,
where you kinda think you can relate
to someone else’s situation. I’'m
talking about real empathy. The kind
of empathy Brian Williams and Dan
Rather share. You physically feel their
pain because you’ve been there before,
made that mistake and suffered through
the consequences.

When I see the crossed thumbs, I’'m
pretty sure I have so much empathy the
web of my support hand starts to bleed,
and I start looking for a police escort
to the nearest CVS Pharmacy. That’s
because, once upon a time, long, long
ago, when I was even more of a dope
than I might be now, I just about removed

a body part as a result of hubris.

My first “real” handgun was a Series
1 Colt Woodsman .22 LR semi-auto
pistol. My grandfather bought it back
in 1936 and fired maybe 50 rounds
through it. While he didn’t save the
box, he did maintain it meticulously.
Apparently, his maintenance regimen
included sharpening the slide rails, but
we’ll come back to that. Anyway, it was
(and is — sorry, I’'m never parting with
it) a gorgeous pistol, and I was anxious
to shoot it.

At that point in my life, I’d shot a
few BB guns and .22 rifles here and
there. If memory serves, I even fired
one shot from a .50-caliber flintlock
rifle at summer camp, although I now
realize the coach charged it with barely
enough powder to dribble the lead ball
out the fiery end. I had precisely zero
experience with handguns.

But no worries, you can tell by
looking handguns are easy to operate.
Hold the handle thing, yank on the
trigger, and it’s sure to perforate the
target of your choice, right? Why
would anyone bother with directions or
asking for help? After all, I was a man
and born in America. I’'m pretty sure
the genes for firearm “expert-cy” are
passed down in a meandering genetic

When you see this ot the range,
should you intervene? Tom's
empathefic side says Y©S:

path straight from Daniel Boone.

So off to the range I went with a
fresh box of .22 ammo. After carefully
emptying my newly acquired Wal-Mart
shooting bag, opening my fresh bulk
pack of ammo, and unwrapping my
Woodsman from its well-oiled T-shirt,
I was ready to shoot. Admittedly, I was
a bit nervous, not having any real idea
of what I was doing. It was also my
first time in a shooting range, so I didn’t
know the etiquette.

I loaded the magazine, inserted it
into the pistol, aimed, pulled — not
pressed — the trigger and ... click.
After a hot second or two, I realized
there was nothing wrong with the
old, but pristine, pistol. In my haste,
as you’ve already guessed, I hadn’t
racked the slide. Easy fix there. Upon
correcting this problem, I proceeded
to empty the magazine in short order,
putting at least some of the shots on
paper somewhere. Success! I figured I
was now an experienced, bordering on
expert, handgunner! So I removed the
empty magazine and reached for the big
box of .22 ammo to reload.

It was then I noticed some idiot had
bled all over my shooting table, splat-
tering pints of Type O- and various
bits of tissue all over my gear. Huh?
Where’d that come from? After a
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Tom knows frompersonal ™
experience the slide railsion®
early Golt Woodsman models e
werentended ojserve double

minute or two, I figured out the source
of the bloodletting was my left hand, in
the web between my thumb and index
finger. I was flummoxed. How could
that possibly have happened? Ricochet?
Did the sketchy looking guy four lanes
to the left shoot me? Falling pieces from
the Skylab Space Station?

While I was pondering the source
of my impending death by exsangui-
nation, I made like the old spaghetti
westerns and wrapped up my hand with
a dirty rag. The only one I had available
was the oily T-shirt shroud serving as
the faithful preservation agent for my
Colt Woodsman. Oil makes a great anti-
septic, right? If it works for Clint East-
wood, it’d certainly work for me.

It took me quite a while to figure
out what happened. As all of you
likely know by now, a Colt Woodsman
slide reciprocates rearward at Warp
Factor 7 after each shot. And like an
asteroid, it doesn’t really care what’s
in the way, even if it is a frequently
used body part. Oh, and I also learned

dufylas sfraight ozors:™

Colt designed those -

early Woodsmans

with a special bonus

feature. The bottom

of the slide rail

doubles as a great

straight razor in a

pinch, pre-oiled to

go easy on facial

skin. I also learned

precisely how much

blood you can lose

and still remain conscious and capable
of driving. The range was a bit out in
the boonies, and it took me a good 20
minutes to pack up, sneak out the front
door, and find a pharmacy well-stocked
with bandages and tape. That sucker
didn’t stop bleeding for a good hour.
What? Ask the range for a first aid kit?
That’s ridiculous because it would have
been ... embarrassing.

I learned a valuable lesson about
how semi-auto pistols work, and even
more about how not to hold them. I
might have also learned a thing or two

STRENMLIGHT

about the importance of recognizing
one’s own ignorance and limitations. I
guess, in hindsight, it might have been
a good idea to make that first range trip
with an experienced friend. And, also in
hindsight, I’1l bet a nickel the proprietor
of that indoor range would have been
happy to help me out had I swallowed
the hairball of pride and asked.

By the way, if anyone needs any tips
on how to best leave a shooting range
discreetly, while bleeding all over the

place, drop me an email. I’'m
kind of an expert in that. ‘

ez
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n May 2, 1878, in Minneapolis,
the Washburn “A” Flour Mill
exploded, killing 14 workers
instantly, leveling a mill capable of
churning out boxcars of flour every day,
and gutting five nearby mills.
The cause of the Washburn “A”
tragedy was a mystery at the time.

Milled flour isn’t particularly flammable,
so this idea was dismissed initially for
other explanations like gaseous decom-
position in the nearby Mississippi river.
John A. Christian, the mill’s manager,
proposed flour dust in the air burned rap-
idly, once ignited. Christian was right.
The principle that caused the devas-

tation is the same concept that prompts
us to warn about leaving lots of space in
a case. Light loads in big cases have the
potential to kaboom, rather than burn at
a predictable rate. There are other ways
to cause a cartridge kaboom, and it’s up
to you to implement safe inspection and
reloading practices.

To avoid the dreaded kaboom, be cogni-
zant of any anomaly in the shooting behavior
of your gun. Anomalies include: a gun that
exhibits no recoil, unusual amounts of smoke
or flame, or a change in the operation of the

# This case is bulged near the base from

g

firing in an unsupported chamber and
won't seat fully. Use a Lee Bulge Buster
kit to ensure all cases meet spec.

N

®

This barrel
bulge is
from
defective
ammo.

- —
The shooter
W fired the squib

load, which lodged

gun. Any time an anomaly occurs, stop and

“angle ollow you fo différentiafe:

in the barrel.

figure out the cause. Of course, start checking
for anomalies before shooting by inspecting
brass for discoloration, cracks or bulges — even in loaded cartridges.

Out 0f Battery Firing

“Out of battery” means the action/chamber of the gun is not com-
pletely closed, and the gun managed to fire. Although brass is pretty
strong stuff, it is both the brass and the chamber of the gun that con-
tain the pressure of the fired cartridge. The chamber shouldn't open
until the pressure has lowered to safe levels, and a parfially opened
chamber usually causes brass rupture. Out-of-battery firing is usually
a mechanical failure.

“GLOCK bulge” is not limited to GLOCKs. It occurs when a high-
pressure load is fired in a partially supported chamber — common
in earlier GLOCK models. There’s nothing wrong or unsafe about a
partially supported chamber. They were designed to feed reliably,
and cartridges that meet SAAMI specs will work in them just fine. The
problem is the brass expands in this area, which causes a “guppy
belly” on the brass. This is especially common in .40 S&W because

TFER R it is thinner near the case web than
1[ hﬁﬁ S o 9mm, and the pressures for these

___;&'& E 8 cariridges are comparable.

. gl Initially, | had a real problem with

TR e GLOCK Bulge, because I shoot an old

. T 1 GLOCK, plus I pick up range brass. |
- ' .7 wisely got Hornady New Dimension
LAr J. Custom Grade dies and run them all the
) !:E!’ q way until the base of the die kisses the
: o hell plate. You can also use a Lee APP

r

A squib load occurs when there is insufficient powder, or no
powder, to propel the bullet all the way out of the barrel. In semi-
automatic firearms, a squib load will normally fail fo cycle, and the
shooter is well aware something is wrong.

One day | was on the range and | was shooting side-by-side with
my friend, another firearm instructor. My gun gave a slight pop and
reduced recoil. | didn't think anything of it. | went “Tap, Rack, Target”
and my shooting buddy yelled, “STOP!" | was working out of force of
habit. Fortunately, part of the habit is to perform immediate action
(Tap, Rack, Target), but assess hefore squeezing the trigger. There was
a bullet lodged in my barrel. If | had fired, the result would have been
a serious kaboom. Always assess before squeezing the trigger.

Double Charge

A double charge is when more than one measurement of powder
is dispensed into a given cartridge. Squib loads and double charges
are prevented by using consistent reloading techniques. If you're using
a single stage press, eyeball your cases with powder in them under
a strong light. For progressive setups, attach a bright light under the
press that allows in-line powder checking, or use a Dillon Powder
Check System.

| have done this, and | admit it. | have loaded a 9mm cariridge
into a .40 S&W gun. In my defense, the cartridge had fallen into a
box of rounds. Fortunately, nothing came of it. It could be, and has
been, disastrous for those who have forced a 10mm into a 40 S&W
chamber, or similar.

ﬁey runs o Hornady Lock-N-Load -
Ammo Plant Progressive Press and uses

Hornady Custom Grade full-length sizing

dies fo minimize cose bulge issues.

Bulge Buster Kit. It pushes the entire
brass through a carbide sizing die.

Most kabooms are preventable. The best prevention is to
establish consistent reloading habits and adhere to them.

q
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NovX Pentagon is the new standard in premium
lead-free pistol and rifle ammunition. Pentagon
combines the NovX 2-piece stainless steel case
with a precision turned monolithic copper bullet.
The NovX Pentagon technology is specifically

designed to achieve unrivaled accuracy,
ultra-high velocity and produce explosive
terminal performance.

Available in: 5.56 NATO | 300 BLK | 380 Auto | 9mm Luger
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ustom gunsmiths
are working over-
time to create
cool retro guns.
The trend has been going
on for a few years. It
seems gun owners are
looking more to crafts-
manship than mass pro-
duction. With the passing
of some of the innova-
tive gunsmiths from the ’70s and ’80s
like Jim Clark, Armand Swenson, Jim
Boland and Charley Kelsey, the rush
was on to buy a piece of their art. Not
unlike original art if one can’t get the
original, they commission a copy or
look for a new gunsmith to create their
vision of cool.

This is driving prices up as well as
creating long wait times for custom
gunsmiths. The 1911, S&W revolvers,
Colt SAA and Browning Hi-Power guns

"5 A newly made “pin gun” bu }
== in the style of Jim Hoag by Greg Derri AL

A\pair of custom S&W revolvers
fitted with faux ivory

grips by gunsmith

Dave Lauberf

of Defensive

(reafions:

L —=

A great example of the craftsmanship that elevated
firearms 1o status symbols over 150 years ago.

COOL FACTOR

n ave Laubert owner of Defensive Creations Gunsmithing put it this way,
“I would imagine it all has to do with the demographic of the people
behind the resurgence. The firearms industry is a little bored with the prolif-
eration of plastic guns because they have no soul and are just not that inter-
esting. Revolvers, like 1911s, have history and they are sexy because they are
usually finely finished steel and exotic woods as the original designers meant
them to be. They require skill, craftsmanship and passion to manufacture.

“Now I don’t want it to seem [ am bashing the plastic guns — I am not.
But they are tools just like the 1/2" wrench or 10mm socket in your toolbox. If
you lose it or break it, you just go to the store and buy another one.

have never been so popular.

A newly minted clone of an Armand
Swenson Colt 1917 using Swenson's
signature features with

modern paris by

Greg Derr.

CUSTOM
1SS

I’Ve had many requests to create

custom 1911s with features that

mimic work from the *60s and ’70s
like frame stippling, retro rear sights
and square trigger guards. Many cli-
ents want the old school features but
with modern parts and tolerances. For
example, a client wanted an ’80s vin-
tage “Bowling Pin Gun” like the one
he saw on the cover of American Hand-
gunner built by Jim Hogue. He could
not find a used gun in the condition

“Guns made of steel and wood will stand the test of time as they always
have! They are the icons just like old muscle cars. Technology may

he wanted. So, he had
me make a clone. It fea-
tured all the things Hoag would have
put into a gun, but maybe a bit better
quality selection of parts. Back then it
was all Colt or a few Kings or Wilson
aftermarket options. Today we have pre-
cise EDM and CNC cut treated parts
from bar stock steel and barrels over-
sized in all dimensions.

Gunsmiths like Ted Yost handcraft
1911s fit for royalty with elegant wood
grips and custom inlaid walnut boxes
fitted for the gun and custom tools.
Smiths like Ted are rare. He treats his
work like a painter thinking of every
brush stroke and its relation to all
the other strokes on his canvas. He
also knows when enough is enough.

have made things slightly better, but the allure and attractiveness has
been lost. A 2021 pickup will haul your ass around just as well, if not
better than a 1961 Chevy truck, but the *61 is way cooler!”

Dave makes some of the coolest custom S&W revolvers in the
country. He’s had a run of great 3" K-Frames converted from 4"
models. They are fitted with better sights he custom makes. The
bluing and exotic wood grips are elegant — worthy of passing
down a generation. You should check out his work.

Knowing when to not touch a part or
feature is often overlooked by many
new smiths who can’t grasp the concept
of “simple elegance.” Sure, there are
fully engraved guns that bedazzle — the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York is full of them, but we’re talking
guns to shoot here, not ones to handle
with white gloves.

I know there are plenty of uses for
new age guns made of space age mate-
rials, but most shooters at one time or
another want a classic gun. Think of it
as having a Sunday best for those spe-
cial occasions when you need to feel
something special in your hands. Like
taking a classic car out for a drive, it

just feels good, and you get ... ﬂ
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SAFETY TIP A
Store firearms securely,
inaccessible to children
and unauthorized users.

©2021 0.F. Mossherg & Sons, Inc.
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TO FEEL
CONFIDENT.

MC2c Double-Stack Magazines in 13-Round & 15-Round

YOU'VE GOT AN EXTRA STACK OF PEACE OF MIND.

Engineered to be ultra-slim in spite of its double-stack capacity, the MC2c
9mm sits comfortably in your hand and is easily concealable for everyday
carry. Lightweight, ergonomic, and providing 13 or 15 rounds at the ready,
it sets the new standard for high-capacity semi-auto personal protection.
Mossberg— Makers of dependable, hardworking firearms for more
than a century.
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-, are hinged, revealing their innards.

THE WORST
MILITARY
HANDGUN?

Anyone who has studied the history of military handguns

must wonder how some ordnance officers formed their
concepts of ideal handguns. For instance, consider the
Russian Model 1895 Nagant revolver with its odd 7.62mm
cartridge wherein the bullet is seated fully inside the cartridge
case. That was because when the hammer is cocked, its cyl-
inder is pushed forward over the butt end of its barrel. The idea
with such a system is gas cannot leak upon firing. Never mind
the gas leakage between barrel/cylinder gap has been of no
importance with successful revolver designs for a half century!
American ordnance officers were not exempt from mis-
takes. In 1892, they chose to drop .45 Colt as the U.S. Army’s
handgun cartridge in favor of .38 Colt (aka .38 Long Colt). It
was a piddling little round pushing a 150-grain bullet at only
about 750 fps. Its lack of power resulted in it being replaced by
45s again in only a few years. The abovementioned 7.62mm
Nagant used a 108-grain bullet at a mere 900 fps.

The sideplates of Type 26 revolvers

Great for deaning, but
perhaps an attraction
for tinkerers. .

" Bottom: From left: o.rigin.ul Jupanese 9mm rimmed cariridge, Duke's handload
with Buffalo Arms brass and Oregon Trail 147-grain bullets, U.S. .38 Long Colt
military round, and.a U.S. .38 Special military round. Note the FMJ bullet.

MODEL #3
INSPIRATION
GONE BAD

s H u u I I N G I n u N MIKE “DUKE” VENTURINO rhotos: Yvonne Venturino

Duke’s Japanese
Type 26 9mm
(rimmed) revolver
with its clamshell
style holster.

o @2 y
§ . THE WORST EVER?

ut personally, I think the biggest
joke among military handguns is
Japan’s 9mm Type 26 revolver
introduced in 1893. Don’t let the 9mm moniker
fool you as it has nothing to do with the famous rimless
9mm Parabellum (9mm Luger) that pushes 115/124-grain
bullets in the 1,200/1,300 fps range. Nope. The 9mm Japa-
nese revolver cartridge is rimmed and fired a 149-grain bullet
at approximately 750 fps. (Did the Japanese ordnance officers
copy American’s .38 Long Colt?)

A weak chambering isn’t enough to consign a military
cartridge into the silly category. After all, three decades later,
the Brits thought a 200-grain .38 at 650 fps was sufficient for
combat. It’s just that the Type 96 incorporated several other
poorly thought-out features. One is it fires in double-action
mode only (otherwise known as self-cocking). Again, a few
decades later, the Brits followed with a variation of their little
Enfield Mk. 2 No. 1 .38s. They removed the hammer spur, so
only double-action shooting was feasible. Supposedly, this
was done for tank crewmen because hammer spurs entangled
on things inside a crowded turret.

A worse idea with Japan’s Type 26s is that locking bolts
only hold chambers aligned with barrels when triggers are
pulled. Otherwise, the cylinder is free to rotate. This feature
might have back-fired on “Dirty Harry” when he asked, “Did
I fire five or six?”” With the Type 26, who would bet their life
the next round coming up in a free-wheeling cylinder was
live? Any sort of strenuous activity might have rotated it.

World War II, Type 26s were obsolete
and mostly were issued to NCOs.

My Type 26 showed up at a Montana
gun show, complete with its clamshell
holster and carrying strap. It has a minor

to a stud machined
integral with the
barrel. Therefore,
front sight blades
can be changed to

ype 26s are of top break
design, obviously leaning

on S&W’s Model #3s from the late

1800s. Lifting the barrel hinge allows it
to pivot downwards, which then cams
its extractor up simultaneously emptying
all six chambers. (Japan had purchased
thousands of S&W Model #3s for the
.44 Russian cartridge. I recently read of
a U.S. Marine on Iwo Jima finding six
pristine condition S&W .44s in a cave
while the battle was still raging.) Type
26s had 4.7" barrels and weighed 2 lbs.
Sights were a simple groove in top strap
for rear and a half moon front. One good
feature is the front sight blade is pinned

help zeroing for ele-
vation. Grips are checkered wood, round
in shape and obviously meant for smaller
hands than my big American mitts.
Pulling down on Type 26 trigger
guards frees side plates so they swing
away, revealing the revolver’s inner
workings. That would be great for
cleaning, but I’'m sure Japanese sol-
diers were instructed not to mess with
their revolvers’ innards without super-
vision. For Americans, with their pen-
chant for figuring out how things work,
such instructions would have been con-
sidered suggestions or challenges. By

amount of pitting on it indicating it saw
service but still its excellent manufac-
turing quality is evident. It’s not a hunk
of junk; just poorly thought out. Cases
can be made from .38 Specials, but I
just bought mine from Buffalo Arms of
Idaho. My handloads consist of 2.0 grains
of Hodgdon’s Titegroup under 147-grain
Oregon Trail 0.356" bullets. Assembling
the rounds can be done with .38 Super or
.38 Long Colt dies. I have shot it enough
to know I cannot hit much with it past

about 50 feet.

worst military handgun.
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The all-new, optics-ready Taurus GX4™ is a palm-sized micro-compact 9mm that's big on personal protection.
With our exclusive TORO (Taurus Optic Ready Option) platform seamlessly integrated into the slide, the
Taurus GX4™ is capable of accommodating the latest micro-sized red dot sight technology. Right out of the box.
Ensuring this exceptional everyday carry firearm is not only easy to conceal, but effortless to update. For added
peace of mind, the Taurus GX4™ is backed by our Limited Lifetime Warranty and industry defining customer service.
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Learn more at TaurusGX4.com.
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MARK HAMPTON

__HANDGUNHUNTING

WHAT DO YOU REALLY NEED
FOR DEER AND H0GS?

When surfing various social media sites, it becomes apparent

& Wild boar hunting is popular with
handgun hunters. Mark took this
boar with a Freedom Arms .44
Mag. from 55 yards.

The .308 Winchester remains one of Mark’s favorite single-shot pistol rounds. This
dandy buck was taken with an MOA Maximum topped with Leupold scope The w0
A0 A

many handgun hunters are pursuing whitetail deer and wild
hogs. It certainly makes sense, as whitetail deer represent

America’s most popular game animal. They inhabit a great deal of
the lower 48 and provide ample opportunity for many handgunners
hoping to punch their tag and fill a freezer full of tasty venison. The
population of wild hogs has proliferated in recent times and now
thrives in many states. They too have become popular with handgun
hunters. Since these two species of game are widely popular with
handgunners, what caliber is really needed for success?

DOSE OF REALITY

will come in an assortment of

answers. Let’s look at this from
a realistic angle realizing there are
many cartridges capable of taking
deer and hogs. Remember, polar
bear hunting has been ingrained in
the indigenous Arctic cultures for
decades. Back in the day, many Inuit
natives used a harpoon to take large
and dangerous white bears. They
eventually graduated to .22 LR, .22
Mag. and .223 with a variety of other
small calibers to hunt polar bear. The
fact the Inuits took many polar bear
with a .22 Mag. doesn’t convince me
this is a suitable choice. Likewise,
there has been a trainload of white-

opinions differ broadly and

tail deer taken with the .22 LR but this
doesn’t mean it’s an appropriate, eth-
ical, (or legal) cartridge in locales where
deer hunting occurs.

So, we can discuss and debate dif-
ferent calibers until the cows come
home. Before you start sending your
cards, letters, emails and death threats
to me for not mentioning your favorite
round with which you’ve killed thou-
sands of deer or hogs, let’s first look at
what’s of paramount importance — the
bullet doing all the dirty work.

The bullet, regardless of diameter,
weight, or configuration, must create
sufficient blood loss, terminate the
working order of vital organs, or disrupt
and cease function of the central ner-

MOA features a falling block design and is very ucturute =3

vous system. There are many cali-
bers and bullets capable of causing
blood loss and depriving the brain
of enough oxygen to function.

The combination of accuracy,
penetration, and ideally, expansion,
will result in a clean, quick, humane
demise. I mention expansion;
remember we’re talking about deer
and hogs — not rhino and elephant.
Placing the bullet in the right place
is most definitely the first step. Not
doing so will probably lead to a
wounded, unrecoverable animal.
We can agree or disagree about car-
tridges and bullets for all eternity,
but a well-placed shot will always
remain essential.

BULLET REQUIREMENTS

bviously, the bullet must be capable of penetrating

through hide, perhaps rib bones or shoulder blade, and

muscle tissue to reach the vitals. Often, I hear those
stating two holes are better than one. Well, to some extent —
I agree. An entrance and exit hole will in most cases, leave a
much better blood trail than entrance only.

But if it were only as simple as two holes are better than
one, we’d all be shooting FMJ bullets! While FMJ or solid
bullets may be the ticket for rhino and elephant, they are
illegal in most states for hunting whitetail deer and grossly
unethical. An FMJ or similar bullet will pass cleanly through
an animal such as whitetail and hogs, leaving the proverbial
“two holes are better than one” without creating a large and
destructive wound channel.

Compared to an FMJ or solid, a well-constructed
expanding bullet will create much greater tissue damage and
ideally, will exit leaving a better probability of visible blood
trail. Yes, I like two holes, but I want the bullet to devastate

vital organs before saying goodbye. For hogs and deer, a
premium expanding bullet is ideally suited for the task. When
you place your shot in the proper location and the bullet
transfers sufficient damage to vital organs, you’ll be pro-
cessing meat shortly.

So, what do you really need for whitetail and hogs?
Well, we’ve all got our favorites and thankfully there
are lots of possibilities in both revolvers and single-shot
handguns. I can’t get a good night’s sleep with anything
less than a .357 Mag. If I had to choose only one revolver
cartridge to hunt deer and hogs with for the rest of my life,
I would hunt with the .44 Mag. In single-shots, the .308
Winchester would get the nod. Both of these rounds have
served me well over the last few decades, successfully
taking a ship load of venison and pork. Your mileage may
and probably will vary. Thankfully we don’t have to choose
only one and we’re fortunate there are plenty of cartridges
capable of delivering the necessary punch.

A well-placed shot with the right bullet will be your
friend. Choose wisely and enjoy the experience, ﬁ
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and by all means, cherish the opportunity.
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For All American Handgunners

y . ey = Tt stands to reason that the most perfect pisto] yet
el = . created for the American shooter would be the end result
AT ofa cooperative effort between Les Baer Custom,
America’s premi er custom pi stolsmith, and American
L Handgunne‘r magazine, the ]ea&ing puHicaH on dedicated
to excellence in ]’Lan&gun &esign and performance.

The new AMERICAN HANDGUNNER SPECIAL EDITION 1911
starts with America’s most iconic han&gun, chambered in popu] ar 45
ACP Then it's custom built by Les Baer Custom with the care and

>\ precision that has made Les Baer 1911s the world’s finest custom
pisto]s...aml with the thoughtfu] extra touches preferred by American
Ha.n&gu‘rmer's readers. Speci al features include:

All steel components with Government length 5” slide and barrel;
Brushed hard chrome lower with blued fop end;

Rolo udjusfable sights with tritium nighl' sight inserts;

Special double diamond VZ black and blue grips;

Speciul “AH” serial number prefix;

Guaranteed to shoot 3” groups at 50 yurds.

For a closer look at the new AMERICAN HANDGUNNER SPECIAL EDITION,
{ visit the Les Baer Custom website or request our 2020 cata]og.

Some of our most popu]ar models include:

Baer 1911 [ Baer 1911 Baer 1911 Baer 1911 Black
Premier 1I° KENAI Pistol, 10mm BOSS, .45 : Baer, 9mm
The flagship of | Honoring the Great State High performance tribute to f":E'\., Perfect compact

the Baer Custom 2 :__|I of Alaska. one of America's most popular adﬂ\'t\w carry size.

line muscle cars.

See our entire line of
1804 lowa Drive * LeClaire, lowa 52753 high performance custom pistols at...
Ph: 563-289-2126 * Fx: 563-289-2132 -
Email: info@leshaer.com Performance. It's Everything.

Office Hours: 8:00 AM — 5:00 PM Central Time

Dealers send FFL for Dealer Pricing!


http://www.lesbaer.com

The FN'P-35 was used in
considerable numbers by hoth Axis

forces (made in Belgium) and Allied
forces (made by Inglis in Canada).

L

e

Georg Luger designed this pistol to fire a
necked-down cariridge. When the German

military wanted a larger bore, Luger expanded it to 9mm. ™

RISE AND FALL

Ithough many 9x19 pistols were

admired by American handgun

enthusiasts for their design fea-
tures and quality, respect for the car-
tridge itself remained tepid. Loyalty to
the .45 ACP cartridge was one factor.
The .45 had served the U.S. military
well, in pistols and submachine guns.
Among American shooters, the supe-
rior power of the manly .45 — the
old sledge hammer — over the effete
European 9mm was never doubted.
Another mark against the 9x19 were
moderately powered American loads.
Most American manufacturers loaded
a 115- to 124-grain jacketed round
nose bullet at a nominal 1,120 fps. In
much of the rest of the world, the 9x19
was loaded considerably hotter. In the
mid-"80s, I chronographed Canadian-
made NATO loads with 116-grain bul-
lets at well over 1,300 fps.

In the 1950s, stories about the U.S.
military adopting 9x19 pistols natu-

mm Luger, 9mm Parabellum, 9x19 ... Whatever the name, it’s been the world’s
most popular centerfire handgun cartridge for decades. Everywhere but in the
U.S., that is, where its ascendancy is relatively recent. For the first half of the 20th
century and into the 1960s, the U.S. armed forces used the .45 ACP while American
law enforcement and private citizens used .38 Special revolvers. A few handgun
enthusiasts experimented with the .38 Super, .357 Magnum and hot-loaded .44 Spe-
cials. Grumpy, hard-bitten old timers hung onto their .44-40s and .45 Colts.

During WW 11, the 9x19 saw considerable use. The Browning/FN Hi-Power was
used by both Allied and Axis forces. In postwar years, it became popular with armed
forces all over the world. The Luger P-08 and Walther P-38 pistols were prized
war trophies and brought to America in great numbers by returning Gls. They were
imported and sold for prices that bring tears to the eyes of collectors today.

volution of 9x19 pistols BLeft: Waler designed P-38; Centel” 5& <
&1 1NNV Tl LAY s TSRS Vo £ (< A combined the DA lockworK ofithe P:38 with the Browning:designed filt-lock.system.
of Colt and S&W. Colt SSEEEEEERN T | R : ’
chambered the alloy- i
frame Commander in
9mm, while S&W intro-
duced the model 39.
Then the military said,
“We were just kidding,
we’ll stay with the .45.”
Both companies had
some success selling
the new designs on the
civilian market.

The 9x19 began

/

[ ; , . 9
Right; S&W 6906,§imi|ur in aperation fo the model i
39 but more compact and with il 2-round magaziness

rising in popularity in the late 1960s and
into the *70s. Riots and “revolutionary”
violence got many a law enforcement
officer to rethink handgun features. Illi-
nois State Police adopted the S&W 39
in the late ’60s. I recall around 1974
seeing a Salt Lake City officer wearing
a model 39.

In the ’70s and into the ’80s sev-
eral factors came together. Higher
capacity and faster reloading increased

the appeal of semi-auto pistols over
revolvers. Handgun ammunition
became more effective as compa-
nies such as Super Vel and Cor-Bon
spurred competition and innova-
tion. High quality handgun designs
seemed to be popping up every-
where. The U.S. military again
expressed interest in a 9mm service
handgun (“We’re serious this time!”’)
and in 1985 adopted the M9.

balance of expansion and penetration. Accompanied by meticu-
lous testing by FBI ballisticians, the FBI announced adoption
of the 9x19 thirty years after the Miami shootout. Hundreds of
thousands of police officers and private citizens have found the
size and recoil of the 9x19 let them shoot with confidence.

Why is the 9x19 such a good cartridge? Its rimless design
stacks and feeds smoothly from single or double-stack maga-
zines. The case is strong, especially the head and rim. Com-
bined with its gently tapered case body, it feeds, extracts and
ejects reliably. It is available in dozens of semi-auto pistol
designs of the highest quality, and in sizes to fit most any
need and any size shooter. It adapts well to high-capacity
magazines; with modern loads, it provides effective power
along with moderate recoil. Not bad for a ﬁ

120-year-old cartridge.
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RISE AND FALL. AND RISE.

verything seemed to be aligning for the 9x19, military
Eacceptance, more police and private citizen interest,

improved loads, splendid handguns. Then came April 11,
1986, and the infamous Miami shootout. Two FBI agents were
killed and five wounded in what has been called the bloodiest
day in FBI history. One of many decisions from analysis of the
battle was to develop a more effective handgun cartridge.

I’'m exaggerating a bit to call this the “fall” of the 9x19, but
it certainly slowed its growth. The FBI tried the 10mm Auto,
10mm “Lite” and eventually the .40 S&W. For a couple of
decades, it seemed the .40 S&W would be the predominant self-
defense cartridge. Then, as these things are wont to do, the pen-
dulum swung back. Bullet improvement continued with better




VARIABLE® GRD™

FEATURING THE GRD™ WHICH RETAINS AND SECURES THE
WEAPON WITH AN AUDIBLE GLICK. BUILT FROM PREMIUM
SADDLE LEATHER WITH A REINFORCED MOUTH ON BOTH
SIDES ALLOWING FOR EASY ONE-HAND RETURN. IT'S BOTH
AMBIDEXTROUS AND ADJUSTABLE FOR HEIGHT AND CANT.
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https://www.desantisholster.com/

CARRYOPTIONS ...

HIDE THE BIG GUNS WITH

like big guns and I cannot lie. I prefer the control, the sight radius,

the capacity, the feel in hand — all of it leads to shooting confi-

dence. When weighing carry options, confidence is everything

to me. If I can conceal it, I’ll gladly suffer the “little bit of extra
weight” penalty tacked on to my EDC load with a larger gun.

The myth of “I can’t carry a larger gun” is precisely that — a myth. You
can, if you want to. I think the more accurate phrasing should be “I’'m not
willing to carry a larger gun” because with the right gear, and a spoonful
of commitment, you most certainly can. I know women who barely top

the five-foot mark and tip the scales at
just over a hundred who carry full size
1911s, so you can too.

THE RIGHT GEAR

The right equipment goes
a long way to making big gun
carry a reality. If you’re carrying
with any type of IWB holster, the
length is “free” as the barrel and
slide are hidden under clothing, so
you’re really just worrying about
hiding the grip. A holster capable
of drawing even a long grip in
toward the body will do the job.

Enter LAS Concealment.
Designer and Purveyor of a fine line
of several IWB (and one OWB) styles,
the company offers solutions for all
sizes of handguns. I’ve been testing
them with two very large pistols, the
Staccato P and C2 models — both
double-stack 9mm 2011s. The results?
Outstanding. Using two different LAS
Concealment holsters, I make even the
full-size P model disappear with just a
T-shirt.

SHOGUN

The Shogun is advertised as an
appendix inside the waistband
(AIWB) holster, but I’ve found it
works just peachy as a strong-side
hip IWB holster too.

It comes with two belt attach-
ment points on which you can select
two types of clip styles for either
1.5" or 1.75" belt widths. The IWB
Overhook struts are one-piece injec-
tion molded clips with an aggressive
hook securing the clip to the bottom
edge of your belt. Once mounted, it
doesn’t come off. You’ll see three
mounting holes, one of which is hori-
zontal, so you have control over cant
angle. The Discreet Carry Concepts
Overhook is a metal device — flat
for discreet carry. It features vertical
oblong mounting holes so you can

LAS CONCEALMENT

\* v here with the Discreef
(arry (o /

ncepfs 0verhook i

adjust ride height. The springy nature
of the clip and bottom hook make it a
bit tricky to get on the belt, but that’s by
design. Once in place, it ain’t moving.

The holster itself is cut for optic use
and features a closed muzzle design for
extra comfort, especially when carrying
IWB. There are multiple sets of mounting
holes so you can tinker with hook place-
ment to fit your desired carry plan.

The Shogun also features a conceal-
ment wing. This ledge presses against
the inside of the belt and drives the
pistol grip back in towards the body,
aiding concealment.

I’ve been using this holster for
AIWB carry using an optional tear-
drop wedge mounted via Velcro on the
back of the holster body. It shoves the
muzzle out, away from the body, while
bringing the grip closer in. For AIWB, it
increases comfort at least 673%. When
carrying strong side hip, I detach the
foam and use just the wing to draw the
grip in close. Win, win.

The Ronin is a pure appendix design
and comes with a magazine carrier.
When worn up front, the gun rides to
the strong side of center while the spare
magazine rides just to the support side
of center. The two unique halves of

3 L5 (o fﬂmm}j
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the holster (gun body and magazine
pouch) are attached by elastic bungee
cord, so each has a range of indepen-
dent motion. This flexibility makes
all the difference for comfort.

I’ve been using this design to
carry both the Staccato P and Stac-
cato C2 model with an extra mag.
The results? Miraculous. I can
easily conceal the large pistol and
even a 20-round spare magazine
with nothing more than shorts and
a T-shirt. I do use the teardrop foam
wedge with this one too and, again, it
makes all the difference.

While the Shogun uses a detachable
concealment wing, the Ronin uses a
molded-in type. It functions identically.

Carrying a large gun with effective
concealment is possible with the right
gear. If you’d told me months ago I’d
be carrying a large 2011 pistol every
day in the appendix position, I would
have called foul. Yet here | ﬂ

am doing just that.
For more info: LASConcealment.com
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THE UN-GUN

It looks like a gun. It performs like a gun. But it’s designed to be NON-LETHAL.

™
#

YOUR FIRST LINE OF DEFENSE. | !

As lethal firearms practitioners, we understand the |
ramifications of firing a bullet in self-defense. Right ‘
or wrong, the complexities of firing a lethal round are
life-changing . The Byrna platform is the first non-lethal

option to turn to before having to escalate the situation. @ — b/
4 |
, ; Scan
Interstate No hermits/ 60 ft. to Watch
Travel | E A Effective STOPPING
Friendly ' i Range POWER
A - 4 q Video

NOT EVERY SITUATION REQUIRES LETHAL FORCE
KNOW YOUR OPTIONS ‘ @ byrna

Technobooies Inc

Possession and use of Byrna products may be subject to state or local regulation.



https://byrna.com/
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his gun-mounted camera has numerous advantages
over bodycam and dashcam in proving what you
were facing when you had to fire.

We’ve had cops wearing bodycams for years and dash-
board-mounted cameras in police cars for even more
years. They have been critical in providing public trans-
parency, and in exonerating officers from false allegations.

They do, however, have shortcomings. The dashcam
stays fixed, pointing in only one direction once the vehicle
comes to a halt. Often, all or much of the shooting takes
place out of view of the camera.

A problem with the body-worn camera has always
been, “Where do you put it?” Worn with headwear like
a GoPro, it is uncomfortable for all-day wear, and prob-
lematic in other ways: It can easily be knocked off in a
struggle, for example. As torsos twist and angles change, a
shoulder-mounted camera might lose the needed POV too.

The way it has worked out, the great majority of
police bodycams are worn at the center chest or solar
plexus area. This is perhaps the least uncomfortable
approach and works very well for capturing most action
the officer is facing.

Unfortunately, two-handed eye level shooting has
been standard in police training for generations. When
the gun comes up this way, it blocks the view of the
bodycam’s lens. The camera records the pistol is firing,
but the gun may obscure its view of what the officer,
whose eyes are higher, is seeing that causes him or her
to shoot in the first place.

Mas and Firearms/Tactics Instrucor

The guncam.runs
on ajrechargeable ¥
system, easily fopped :
fwitt® USB cable. '

i3 Tzl Wit igf
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Viridian details the features of the multi-purpose attach-

U1 Do Erdnt F dils etk
ment as follows: “500 lumen LED light. SmW green
laser sight. Mini USB port and indicator lights for

onboard charging and file transfer. IPX7 waterproof rating
(exceeds one meter for 30 minutes). Integrated microphone.
1920x1080 HD video INSTANT-ON technology. Fits most
holsters designed for the Streamlight TLR-1. Fits most full-
sized handguns and rifles.” All for $599.

For some time now, I’ve been testing a sample of this
on a Gen4 GLOCK 17, with a Viridian-provided Safariland
security holster. They work fine together. While it could
have diagnostic/analytical applications in firearms training,
the guncam’s greatest advantage is in documenting how a
gunfight went down: what the gun — and its shooter — were
seeing at the instant the potentially controversial shots in
question were fired.

The X5L Gen 3 Viridian on the test G17 brought its front
roughly parallel to the gun muzzle. This preserves the too-
seldom recognized advantage of a tactical light that protrudes
in front of the muzzle, which is creating a stand-off effect if a
press contact shot becomes necessary. Pressing the muzzle hard
against something will drive most service autos out of battery
and prevent them from firing. An attachment such as a weapon-
mounted light keeps that from happening and allows the initial
and follow-up shots. Our sample worked for straightforward
press-contact shots with the guncam on the G17.

Daniel Shaw fested the Viridian
XTL Gen 3 on this
Gend G17.

roof of concept” is found in a
2019 shooting in Vernon, Texas,
in which the involved officer was
wearing a bodycam at midriff level and
had a Viridian guncam on his GLOCK.

Corporal T.J. Session had
his duty weapon drawn on
a suspected pedophile when
the man whipped out a
gun and shot the cop in the
shoulder. Sessions “moved
off the X” and returned fire,
hitting the punk eight times
and winning the encounter.
The bodycam showed
only the officer’s blazing
pistol, shooting into a
vehicle and pumping bullets
into a man who could not be seen on
that video to be armed. But the Viridian
guncam did see and record the would-
be cop-killer’s weapon. As a result,
Corporal Session was vindicated.
Consider the price of the Viridian
XS5L Gen 3 with a camera is roughly
one hour of a good lawyer’s time.

Having long since lost count of the
OIS trials I’ve been involved in as an
expert witness, those generally run into
hundreds of hours of those legal fees.
Seen in that light, the Viridian guncam
is a stone bargain. I am doing two
cases now that would have been a lot
easier if the officers had had Viridian
gun cameras.

The same could be true for a pri-
vate citizen who needed to use a firearm
in self-defense. Viridian is a pro-2A
company and advertises its product as
suitable for armed citizens as well as
police. With today’s concealment hol-
sters, a service-size pistol so equipped

can be carried daily and dis-

creetly, even IWB and AIWB. !‘
For more info: ViridianWeaponTech.
com
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IT'STRUE.
GOOD THINGS
COME IN THREES.

If we wanted to show all our new products from the past year, we'd need a lot

more room. So here are three — one from each of our brands. For the rest, visit

\\ ARMSCOR.COM/NEW-PRODUCTS.

\
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The first semi-auto short
barrel firearm of its kind.
Made in the USA.

Our first striker-fired pistol.
The advantages of metal for
the price of polymer.

A new-age all-metal rifle
built to last. There’s
nothing else like it.
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https://www.armscor.com/

__IACTICS&TRAINING

LEVER
ACTIONS

n‘SELF

hoosing a handgun for self-

defense is a serious decision.

There are different plat-

forms to consider. “Fit” is

critical. Is the pistol’s size
and manual of arms appropriate and
proportional to your hand size and
strength? Willingness to train and prac-
tice is a factor; some handguns are
more complicated than others. Often,
it turns out a revolver is the ideal
handgun, but that’s only half of the
equation. Being fully prepared includes
selecting a companion long gun. The
more compatible the pistol and car-
bine/rifle are, the more efficient your
response to danger. Turns out, “old”
revolvers work well with “old” lever
action rifles.

Long Live The Wheelgun!

Revolvers are ideal for self-defense.
They come in a variety of sizes, shapes

TIGER MCKEE

Revolversiand lever adions still have o lof fo offer. Huvmg
a pair that fire thesameammunifion simplifies und
mngmfles yOUr response. i

= _:- = r’y

i e
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and calibers — more today than ever.
Several, like the .357 Magnum and the
.44s are more effective than the common
semi-auto rounds. Revolvers are easy
to conceal and carry. Wheel guns don’t
require resistance against recoil to func-
tion. They can be fired from unusual
positions — common in fights. When
physical force is applied against the
barrel, like against the threat’s ribs, they
still work. A well-maintained revolver is
more reliable in a fight than a semi-auto.
Once the “mystery” of the revolver’s
operation is revealed, they’re great, reli-
able weapons.

Revolver Companions

The “Henry” lever action rifle was
produced in 1860. The simple, rugged
design hasn’t evolved much since then,
but still has plenty to offer today, espe-

i in hoth revolver and lever qun is
crificalWithjairevolver;its easy/to
mutch 0sef of gripsifo fifyour
hinds: Foriritles,

1he correct Iengih -4
B ofpull ensures oy
- qmck sighi piciore
S and proper?
B fingerposition:

onheriogeras

s

cially for self-defense. Lever actions
also come in a variety of calibers.
“Commonality,” the ability to shoot one
caliber with pistol and rifle, was a major
attraction when “riding the river” in the
Old West.

Sharing this feature is just as desir-
able today. I normally carry revolvers
and the 1895 Marlin .357 Magnum
lever action is a perfect companion
piece. I chopped down my Marlin’s
barrel and stock. It’s only 32" long (4"
shorter than an AR carbine) and six Ibs.
loaded with extra rounds on the stock.
They’ll both fire Magnums and .38 Spe-
cials. The longer barrel of the rifle adds
velocity, and the increased sight radius
— the distance between front and rear
sight — improves accuracy. A variety
of companies are producing modern
“tactical” lever guns with components
like synthetic furniture and M-LOK alu-
minum handguards.

Optimizing Classic Designs
Both handguns and long guns require
the use of modern, “defensive” ammu-
nition. Full metal jacketed “ball” rounds
often over-penetrate, failing to produce
the desired results. Defensive ammuni-
tion is designed to expand and dump
all its energy into the body. The bal-
listic advantages are great — especially
considering the advances in design and
construction over the past decade.

For both revolver and lever action, fit
is important. With revolvers, it’s stocks.
For long guns it’s length-of-pull, the
distance between butt of the stock and
trigger. Sights that work for you, under
all lighting conditions, are necessary for
pistol and lever action. Even red dots
are an option, especially with the rifle.
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.u::,study on the operation of revolvers and leve

actions. Keep in mind'they're o supplement to fraining
under a knowledgeable instructor, not a substitute.

Holsters for the handgun are manda-
tory. The sling is the rifle’s “holster.”
Adjusted properly, a simple, two-point
sling with a quick disconnect does
everything needed.

Extras

If forced to fire, you’ll probably
only expend a few rounds — three
or four shots are the numbers seen
most often in defensive situations —
but be prepared for the “unexpected.”
Always carry extra ammunition. I like
the 3x2 or “pick” pouches. You can
load individual rounds as needed with
additional rounds on the rifle’s stock.
Commonality between pistol, rifle and
back-up weapon — and don’t forget
the “snubbie” on your ankle — is a
beautiful thing.

Like it or not, “legal” is an aspect to
consider. Semi-auto versions of mili-
tary style weapons and certain semi-
auto pistols are illegal in some parts of
the U.S. In other places they’re legal
but not “socially acceptable.” “Grand-
pa’s” revolver or lever gun won’t
attract undue attention, they’re “more
legal” across the States and, if the
threat forces you to fire, the “optics”
will be much more acceptable. Yes, it’s
sad, but today, actions and gear will be
examined with extreme prejudice.

Remember, hardware is backed up
with training and practice. Revolvers
and lever guns are not complicated
to operate efficiently, but that doesn’t
mean it’s easy. Training introduces
the techniques to safely and efficiently
use your firearms, and the tactics of
defense. Practice (repetition) is when
the real learning occurs. Luckily,
dry practice is simple with both DA
revolvers and lever guns.

Wheel guns and lever actions
aren’t for everyone. While they’re
considered “easy” to use, employing
them properly, safely and efficiently
against a violent attack requires more
dedication than most semi-autos.
Regardless of the combination of
pistol and long gun you select, strive
for compatibility.

Efficiency, which is q
always effective, is the goal.

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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GUNCRANK )7/

WILL DABBS, MD

IL.IGHT AMIDST
THE CFHAOS

e were deployed to the

arctic reaches of Alaska.

Winter was the primary

training time for the
Army in the frozen north, and we were
immersed in a full-bore combat exer-
cise. The TOC (Tactical Operations
Center) was a bustling hive of frenetic
activity. Under such circumstances, the
radios are all slaved to speakers. That
way, the free flow of information pro-
ceeds unimpeded and combat leaders
have instant access to the big picture.
The scene this day was one of unfet-
tered chaos.

These were the days before cell
phones, so being deployed meant being
truly cut off from your families. Such
isolation was one of the toughest parts
of military service for me. However,
in the event of a true emergency, there
was one way to get a critical message
to a soldier operating in the field. If it
was truly epically important, a family
member could contact the post head-
quarters and have a landline phone call
tapped into the military radio net. [ have
no idea how they did that. It occurred
only very seldomly.

The TOC was crowded with husky
armed men, steely eyed killers all. We
were neck-deep in war and all had
our game faces on. Threat forces were
active in our area, and we were run-
ning half a dozen different tactical
operations simultaneously. Cutting
through the chaos, the net control guy
came over and said he had an emer-
gency message for my friend Dave
from his wife Lisa.

Our collective blood ran cold. A
combat unit is a family, and a tight one
at that. There is an implicit intimacy
that really has no parallel in the civilian
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world. When one hurts, we all hurt. If
you got a civilian on the tactical net, it
invariably meant somebody had died
back in the World.

Dave and Lisa were in their mid-
30s and had no children. They had
recently transferred up from Fort Hood
in Texas and grafted onto our merry
mob. They were both likable, com-
mitted and cool.

The TOC fell silent as the net con-
trol guy worked his magic. In a few
moments, Lisa’s voice came over the
net. It was clear she had been crying.
Dave addressed his wife in this most
regrettably public of circumstances and
asked what was the matter. She sobbed
in reply, “Dave, we got a baby!”

The Adoption Option

As a physician, I have been privi-
leged to touch any number of profoundly
moving adoption stories. Children who
are outcast or unwanted are grafted into
a home to create a family, arguably the
most powerful of God’s many extraor-
dinary creations. However, ask anyone
who has endured the process; adoption
is an intentionally grueling thing. Parent-
hood is the loftiest of human responsi-
bilities, and the system ensures one does
not simply wander into adoption without
sober preparation.

In the military, adoption is doubly
difficult. When my wife and I hit our
10th anniversary, we were at our 10th
address. As adoption is typically man-
aged by the state, it can be extremely
difficult for a service family to complete
the process successfully before being
shipped off some place else. Such a
nomadic life is just yet another daunting
aspect of the military experience.

In Dave and Lisa’s case, they had

initiated the process in Texas only to
be transferred to Alaska before it was
complete. They had essentially given
up, presuming this to be yet another
dry hole. Lisa’s call from the adoption
agency had been wholly unexpected.

Back At The War ...

You could have heard a pin drop.
Dave stammered and asked his wife to
clarify. She explained she had gotten
a call from the agency and they had
an infant ready to be picked up back
in Texas. She was going to make the
arrangements so they could leave as soon
as we redeployed back to home station.

The entire TOC erupted in cheers.
There was a lot of back slapping and
congratulations, enough to smother
poor Dave in his lamentably sordid
state. There were also not a lot of dry
eyes among all those hard-core profes-
sional warriors. It was honestly one
of the most powerful moments I have
ever experienced.

Dave and Lisa went from zero to 60
in an instant. They hadn’t planned on
becoming parents, so they had literally
none of the gear they needed to embark
up this most arduous of missions. As
soon as we redeployed, Dave jumped on
a plane with his wife headed for Texas.
Those of us left behind, then made a
few phone calls.

When this new family returned,
all the car seats, highchairs, changing
tables, diaper genies and nitnoid baby
crap they needed was waiting for them.
A combat unit is a family. We
did what families do. ‘
Get more Guncrank Free every Friday.
Subscribe here: americanhandgunner.
com/guncrank/
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Varying support hand and
pinkie pressure made big
changes fo recoil management.

ave you ever thought about
H the underdog? Everyone

roots for them in movies, but
when choosing teams, they still aren’t
the first choice. Concerning pistol grip,
I’ve always paid more attention to the
location of my thumbs and palms than
anything else. The forefingers wrapped
around the front of the grip and landed
where they may. My trigger finger
received extra attention, of course, but
the pinkie was forgotten and ignored.

The Stereotype

Thumbs have wars. Though the
pinkie has long been used in adolescent
secret-keeping rituals, it’s largely con-
sidered weaker than the other fingers.
In fact, drinking tea, or doing anything
else with the pinkie finger extended, is
viewed as a sign of royalty, but also of
weakness and extreme femininity. You
also never hear of anyone squashing a
bug with their “mere pinkie.”

But the pinkie finger can be used to
better manage recoil. Yes, you read that
right. The thinnest, weakest finger can
make all the difference. Continuing my
explorations in grip and recoil manage-
ment, [ set about refining the technique.

One Thing At A Time

Settling into a familiar rthythm and
making small changes proved much
easier than making drastic grip changes,
as I had done previously. One of the
greatest lessons that has stuck with me
through the years came both from an

The Manfis X10 can

Ftitfach fo'rails.on plslols S0
eqmpped or the'magazine base
using duniversal MagRail adaprer

To see if using the pinkie really,
did make a difference, Serena

ST“ n E“T HA“ n G “ “ “ En SERENA JUCHNOWSKI  photos: Tina Juchnowski
—

tried o few shots varying support

hand pressure but without

applying any,pinkie pressure;

AVERAGE
RECOVERY TIME

1.10s

STYLE

REGULAR

EMPHASIS ON SUPPORT
HAND - NO PINKIE

English teacher
and coach (you
know it must
be good when it
comes from mul-
tiple sources).
You cannot try
to do everything
at once, so focus
on learning one thing at a time. Try too
many things at once and not only will
you be overwhelmed, but it will be dif-
ficult to ascertain what is actually going
right and what is going wrong.

New Game In Town

This time I used a traditional two-
handed grip and varied pressure of
my support and firing hands, with an
emphasis on the pinkie finger. I did
make one other major change, transi-
tioning from my Stoeger STR-9 to a
9mm Springfield Armory Loaded Target
1911. The gun was beautiful, easy to
hold and heavy. I’'m pretty certain it
could be used as a weapon in and of
itself, should one ever run out of ammo.

I started out dry-firing, getting a feel
for the new gun and being mindful of
grip pressure. At first, I accidentally
applied extra pressure with my firing
hand pinkie, but quickly realized I needed
that hand relaxed to not put any muscle
tension on the trigger finger. Switching
to my support hand pinkie, I watched
as slight changes in downward pressure
moved the muzzle and sights. I was never
truly conscious of exactly how much
pressure each of my fingers was applying.

Data Can Be Dangerous

Having immediate access to data can
be dangerous. When shooting a rifle
match on electronic targets, many people
throw shots by jumping off the stock
to peer at the monitor displaying their
shot value. I had to remind myself not to
reference the app between shots or try to
tailor what I was doing to improve the

PINKIE SUPPORT HAND

1.23s
0.92s

AVERAGE
MUZZLE RISE

19.39°

AVERAGE
RECOIL WIDTH

12.92°

AVERAGE
RECOIL ANGLE

-9.52°

2.43°
18.15°

12.26°
3.07s

-9.39°
2.60°

results mid-string. Aggregate observa-
tions, rather than individual ones, proved
much more helpful in painting the larger
picture. I specified three different ways
of shooting: 1) regular (my traditional
two-handed grip without minding pres-
sure), 2) emphasis on support hand —
no pinkie, and 3) pinkie support hand
(applying consistent downward pressure
to the support hand pinkie). The results
were astounding. Average recoil angle
was greatly improved with emphasis on
the lowly pinkie. Average recoil width
was sliced in more than half, indicating
greater control. Average recoil angle
moved from around -9.45° for the first
two methods to a positive 2.60°, indi-
cating a change in direction as well. I
likely accidentally applied both down-
ward and right pressure on the support
hand pinkie to cause this.

Lightbulb

Ignore the data for a second. While it
gives quantitative information and proof
of concept, the greatest moment for me
was encapsulated in a single, great shot.
I don’t really know where it landed on
target — there were too many holes to
pick from and my eyes were focused on
the front sight — but it did feel great.
The pistol barely moved in my hands
and its movement was predictable and
consistent. I could see the effect of
the pinkie pressure in my sights. The
trick now is to apply the same consis-
tent pressure every time combined with
other basics of marksmanship, letting

the pinkie slip back into the ﬂ
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recesses of my subconscious.
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" The Beretfa 950 Minx is both adorable
and legitimately finy. It can get lost
in the palm of your hand.

| . This Beretta Minx came with
an unexpected love note.

AN AUGTION
GUNWITHA
LOVE STORY

abbrica d’Armi Pietro Beretta is  military and defensive guns than anyone
the oldest active manufacturer else on earth. Why then might they have
of firearms on the planet. Beretta contrived the Beretta 950 Minx?

weapons have been used in every The first 950 rolled off the lines in
European war since 1650. Their  1952. Available in both .25 ACP and .22
first official order back in 1526 was for  Short chamberings, the Model 950 fea-
185 arquebus barrels for the Republic  tured an aluminum alloy frame with a
of Venice, for which they were paid carbon steel slide and barrel. A single-
296 ducats. Beretta has arguably  action design, those first Model 950s had
more experience producing no manual external safeties. Starting in

The family resemblance between
the Beretta 950 Minx and the M9
service pistol is fairly obvious.
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1968, the guns were redesignated the
950BS, fitted with a manual left-sided
thumb safety, and built in America.

The gun’s most distinctive fea-
ture was its tip-up barrel system. The
spring-loaded barrel could be released
by thumbing a lever forward on the
left side of the frame. The magazine
could, therefore, theoretically be carried
loaded with the chamber empty. You
then pop the barrel up, drop in a round,
and go to town. No sensible person
would ever dare use such a gun for per-
sonal defense.

Seriously?

The Beretta 950 is absolutely Lilli-
putian. It is lost in a typical adult human
hand. It is also fascinating.

There is no extractor. The recoil from
the cartridge cycles the slide, and the
empty case just bounces off of the left-
sided ejector to launch wherever. My gun
has been thoroughly reliable, regardless.

The magazine carries six rounds. The
magazine release looks like a big, over-
sized screw on the left aspect of the
frame. There is a tiny little peg you can
use to help depress the magazine fol-
lower and assist in loading chores.

The left-sided thumb safety is easy
enough to manipulate. The single
action trigger is decent, better than an
HK VP70 but worse than a 1911. The
little gun enjoys the classic perforated
hammer and open slide architecture of
most Beretta pistols of its era.

The Beretta 950 Minx in .22 Short was
actually a pathetic excuse for a handgun.
This one, however, indeed embodied
something truly powerful.

The sights are typical pre-war Euro-
pean pocket pistol chic. I suppose there
was some rule some place that guns had
to have sights, but they are utterly worth-
less. The front sight is part of the barrel,
while the rear sight is a small groove cut
into the back of the slide. My gun shoots
about 3" left at seven meters.

Designed in 1857 for the first Smith
& Wesson revolver, the .22 Short was
America’s first mass-produced metallic
cartridge. Typical .22 Short rounds
push a 29-grain bullet. While the .22
Short was initially developed for self-
defense applications, its anemic per-
formance makes it best suited for rec-
reational shooting in gallery rifles and
the like.

My Minx produces around 640 feet
per second. To put that in perspective,
a typical major league fastball crosses
the plate at around 147 feet per second.
My Minx indeed tosses bullets faster
than you can throw them, but not by any
enormous margin.

Serendipitous Romance

I bought my Minx at a small online
gun auction. If you’ve ever bought
a gun that way, there is just so much
information you can glean from those
tiny pictures. I once purchased a gor-
geous Webley Mk VI that arrived irre-
vocably broken. I have also landed an
Enfield No. 4 T sniper rifle that was
perfect, matching and unfired. You win
a few; you lose a few. My Minx came

replete with an unex-

We have no idea who
Peggy Francine was, but
hope she appreciated her
Christmas present.

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

pected love story.

Engraved along the
barrel is the name “Peggy
Francine.” Lightly cut
into the backstrap is “All
My Love, John, 12-25-
79.” Apparently, Santa
was good to Peggy Fran-
cine that year.

I love stuff like this.
John likely bought Peggy
Francine this anemic
little Minx for “personal
protection.” Did she even
want it? We guys are

The tip-up barrel
was the gun’s most
remarkable feature.

Below: At seven meters, Will's little Minx produces softhall-
sized groups from a simple rest, albeit a bit fo the left.
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The anemic .22 Short makes even
the .25 ACP (middle) seem serious
by comparison. The 9mm
Parabellum is on

the right.

notorious for buying our women stuff
like this because we think it’s cool. Or
perhaps she was genuinely moved by
the gift. [ hope it was the latter.

Running this recoilless little trinket
is indeed great fun, but there is no
point to it. There are lots better ways to
ventilate repurposed beverage cans on
the range, and I honestly might sooner
have a proper baseball bat in the close
fight. However, for Peggy Francine, it
was indeed a tangible reminder John
loved her. Poignant, sweet, sincere, and
cool, that fact alone gives this worth-

less little pistol a purpose
both deep and powerful. ‘
37



38 - AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM o MARCH/APRIL 2022



SOPRINGFIELD ARMORY'S

MODERNIZING THE
MAGNIFIGENT HI-POWER

pringfield announced
their Hi-Power sur-
prise, the SA-35, on
October 25th 2021 —
causing the Internet
people

to break. I know, I know ...
say that about cat videos and babies
and dogs. But in this case, the net
exploded with images, reviews, history,
photos, emails, blogs, forum postings
and videos. In my 40-odd years in the

industry I honestly don’t think I’ve seen
such a fuss. All this for an 88-year-old
design that obviously still tugs at heart-
strings everywhere.

The best part of all is the fact the
SA-35 deserves every moment of
attention. It’s obvious Springfield took
their time on this one and it shows
in the attention to fit, detail, quality
of construction and frankly, somehow
capturing the history and charm of

what the original design has stood for
over the decades.
In short, Springfield Armory nailed it.

A Personal Perspective

So why do I care? In 1975 I bought
an unfired Hi-Power from a fire fighter
for $175, a huge amount of money for
me then. I had a Series 70 Colt 1911,
but was instantly struck by the slender
seriousness of that shiny, high-polished

ROY HUNTINGTON
PHOTOS: ROB JONES/THE IMAGESMITH LLC
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blued Hi-Power. The diminutive sights,
impossible to operate external thumb
safety and gritty trigger caused me frus-
tration, but I could see in the bones it
was a brilliant design. At the time there
were no custom parts for the gun so
alas, I sold it — to my constant regret
over these many years.

By the mid-1980s, I had discovered
the MKII Model with ambi-safety, 3-dot
sights and a throated barrel. I was on
our informal police department action
pistol team then (The Border Bandits,
courtesy of our policing the San Diego/
Mexico border) and together, we pretty
much beat everyone, including some
wins in the police Olympics. Mostly
because, I think, we showed up regu-
larly and didn’t know any better other
than to try. Guess what rode in my
custom holster?

I found the Hi-Power simply fit my
hand better, held more ammo and the
lower recoil of the 9mm allowed me to
shoot fast and accurately. I had learned
how to tune the trigger by then, had
tossed the magazine disconnect feature
away and for about 10 years I lived and
breathed Hi-Power. In about 1994 or so,
when I was invited for a look at the then-
new Thunder Ranch in Texas, that Hi-
Power came with me, along with a spare
one, which, by the way, I never needed.

Other class members that trip shuf-
fled their feet, averting their gaze. They
wouldn’t exactly look at my Hi-Power
in that bastion of the 1911. But after
the first day, they wanted to learn more
about just why it seemed to hit so well,
never malfunctioned and how I han-
dled it so easily. I showed them, making
some converts in the process I think.
I’ve enjoyed the design ever since, have
never been without Hi-Powers, and wel-
comed Springfield’s SA-35 with huge
grins when I heard it was approaching.

Chronicles

I think it’s unfair to talk about the
resurrection of a classic design without
paying due respect to the history
involved. There are, literally, millions of
new shooters over the past few years so
a peek back is appropriate to help them
see how we got here.

Call it 1922 or so and the French
called for a new military pistol meeting
certain design criteria. Among them
were a magazine capacity of at least
10 rounds, a magazine disconnect,
external hammer and “positive” safety.
It also had to be lethal at 50 meters. FN
decided the 9mm was perfect and set
John Browning to work on the problem
since he was designing for FN. The
design was called the Grand Rendement
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(“high yield”) or more commonly as
the Grande Puissance (literally, “high
power”). It had to do with capacity, not
stopping power.

In June of 1923 Browning filed a
patent on his two prototypes in Utah
and the patent was granted in February
of 1927. The blow-back design didn’t
work out, and the second, a locked-
breech striker-fired model (designed
to get around the 1911 patents still in
effect), also used the staggered mag
design by Dieudonné Saive (who also
designed the famous FN FAL rifle,
amazingly enough).

Alas, Browning died and Saive con-
tinued to refine the design, adding an
external hammer while the model con-
tinued government testing. By about
1934, the Browning P-35 was done
(with a 13-round magazine) but France
declined to purchase it. Why are we
not surprised? Belgium anteed up to
the bar though, adopting the pistol in
1935, soon followed by countries all
over the world, mostly thanks to that
pesky WWII incident.

Post-war, the design continued to
be popular, being improved, changed
and refined, eventually adopted by
dozens of countries as both military

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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SPRINGFIELD ARMORY

and police guns. In the U.S., thousands
were brought back by returning GI’s
and even today, there are Hi-Powers
in military and police holsters around
the world.

If it works, don’t fix it, eh?

The SA-35

I think since we’ve placed the design
on firm footing now, I’d like to intro-
duce you to Mike Humphries from
Springfield Armory. I asked Mike what
gives with bringing back this almost
90-year-old design — other than the
fact shooters everywhere instantly
missed it when Browning shut down
production a few years ago.

“Springfield Armory is known for
producing high-quality, modern ver-
sions of classic firearms, as you know.
These combine the charms of the orig-
inal designs with all the benefits of

44

modern materials and manufacturing
techniques,” explained Mike.

“With the SA-35, Springfield con-
tinues that tradition, taking another
design coming from the mind of fire-
arms engineering genius John Moses
Browning, and adapting it to the needs
of modern shooters.”

And I think that’s important to know.
Springfield made some small but sig-
nificant changes to the original design.
The rough, gritty trigger common to
originals is gone now, thanks to careful
engineering and quality control. The
silly magazine disconnect is gone as
well as the firing pin safety. All contrib-
uted to clutter and could interfere with
the trigger pull quality.

The sights on the new gun are much
better, modern, bold, easy to see and
effective. They’re also in dovetails
making adjustments or changing easy.

The hammer has also been redesigned
so now the SA-35 doesn’t bite any
longer! The extended thumb safety has
a flat allowing easy manipulation and a
secure feel. The slightly beveled mag-
azine well is “just right” and makes
mag insertions go more smoothly.
The all-steel slide and frame are both
machined from forgings right here in
the U.S.A., while the barrel is also
hammer forged.

The checkered walnut grips can be
replaced with any grip fitting a Hi-
Power, and the matte blue finish is
business-like and serious. The his-
tory is there, and like Springfield’s
other models, the SA-35 shows careful
attention to the bits and pieces going
into a design like this. I’d compare
this with the best FN made, even
in the heyday of the Hi-Power. I’ve
also no doubt more models will be
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coming down the line. I think a high-
polish blued one with the same fea-
tures would be a strong contender for a
“must have” for many of us.

Design Specifics

Those sights are a white dot front
with a serrated rear having a sort of
“U-shaped” notch in the blade. The
recoil system is classic Hi-Power with
a single recoil spring and guide rod
and slide release acting on a cam on
the barrel’s underside. The barrel and
slide recoil together after firing, with
the barrel eventually camming down
to clear the lugs in the slide. The slide
cycles, feeds the next round and it all
happens again. That barrel is 4.7" and
shows excellent fit and finish with good
work around the ramp area.

Height is 4.8", length 7.8" and
weight is right at 31.5 oz. For perspec-
tive, most all-steel 5" 1911s weigh
in at about 38 oz. or so. The SA-35
feels much lighter than it is, which has
always been a bit of Hi-Power magic.

Trigger pull on my test gun hovered
around five Ibs. and was, frankly, as
good as on some of my custom Hi-
Powers. It had just a bit of creep at
first, but smoothed out after shooting.
At this point, I have a bit over 500
rounds of assorted 9mm through it
with no issues whatsoever. I did give it
a good clean and lube prior to shooting
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and broke it down after a few hundred
rounds to take a peek and put a bit of
lube on things again. Why abuse your
equipment? The slide runs smoothly
and indeed, the entire gun feel more
like a custom Hi-Power than a stock,
factory base model gun.

Out of curiosity I slipped a stock
Hi-Power slide assembly on the SA-35
frame and it went right on. Barrels
seemed to fit fine, and some grip swap-
ping revealed other grip fits for Hi-
Powers fit perfectly. I’m thinking after-
market custom parts like those from the
Cylinder & Slide Shop (ambi-safety,
etc.) would work fine. I checked with
Bill Laughridge there and he’s going to
get an SA-35 to make sure.

A Bit Of Shooting

I made two “First Look™ videos with
the SA-35. A quick look on the day of
release, then an extended one, shooting
it fast and close, then for accuracy and at
70 yards. Along with other bench testing
I did, the test gun seemed to deliver very
reliable 1.25" to 1.5" groups at 20 yards.
It seemed to like heavier ammo too,
with the 147-grain sub-sonic HP loads
chasing 1". I was able to easily keep
shots on my torso gong out to 80 yards
and even hit the 100-yard 14" square
plate regular enough to be great fun. This
gun is a shooter.

The trigger has a distinct re-set, and

when I put a set of slim grips on the
SA-35, I found fast, accurate shooting
at torso targets out to 10 or even 15
yards was easy. A falling plate rack I
have was just plain fun to shoot. I had
forgotten how much it was to shoot
this sort of “living history” — and dig-
ging out my old holsters and putting
them back to work was great fun!

A Final Thought Or Two

When I first saw the new gun in
Springfield’s confidential press info, I
expected it to be in the $1,000 to $1,200
range. When I saw the MSRP of $699 I
thought it was a typo and called Mike
Humphries to make sure.

“Yep,” he said. “That’s right, you’re
not seeing things!”

That’s a basketful of features and
value for the money, for sure.

I asked Mike why he thinks the
SA-35 strikes such a chord with so
many shooters.

“Roy, the pistol features subtle, yet
significant enhancements, making the
SA-35 a modern, capable defensive pistol
— as well as one appealing to those who
revere the history of the design.”

Well, there you go. I couldn’t
have said it better, Mike.
For more info: Springfield-Armory.com,
CS@Springfield-Armory.com, (800)
680-6866
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JEREMY D. CLOUGH

- Designed without
= regard fo what was
available or how

long it would take,

the Lazy 8 was

Jeremy's mid-'20s

idea of the ulfimate

carry 1911.

The .45 ACP and .38 Super are common calibers
for the 1911, as is the .22 LR, but the bottleneck
A1 Avenger is a J.D. Jones wildcat based

on a .45 ACP necked to fire a .41

revolver bullet. It can push a 210-

grain bullet in the 900-1,000 fps

range with greater sectional

density than a .45. Each barrel

was hand fit to its own bushing.

aw school does strange
things to people. One of my
classmates took up drum-
ming as a hobby; another
caromed around the
country in his Cessna on the weekends.
Hamilton Bowen found himself day-
dreaming about English double rifles,
and I did the same, only mine were of
1911s. I had a permit, and my carry gun
(off campus, of course) was a blue Offi-
cer’s Model .45. Short, stubby and men-
acing, even the ebony grips were flat
black. It was pure business but lacked a

BUILDING A MULTI-CALIBER, ONE-OF-A-KIND 1911
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certain ... je ne sais quoi. Then, in the
earliest stages of my gunwriting career
and starting to see things I’d never seen
before, my reveries spread farther from
what I had built, to what I could build,
to what I couldn’t but wanted to. And
that’s where the Lazy 8 started.

There was no question about the
starting point; my ultimate 1911 would
be a compact, with a short Officer’s-size
frame and a Commander-length slide.
Partially inspired by some of the cool
multi-caliber Randall LeMay compact
1911s, of course my pistol would have to
shoot more than one caliber. Better yet,
it should shoot .22 as well. All from one
slide. Or at least two looking identical.

Hot Swapping

Enter SVI/Infinity, who had just
released their brilliant interchangeable
breechface slide. Using a breechface
cleverly locked into place by a screw
inside the firing pin channel, swapping
calibers was as easy as switching the
breechface, extractor and ejector, and
swapping barrels and mags. A/l of a
sudden, you could shoot anything off
one slide — well, almost. 1 ordered
one, then, after realizing the modifica-
tions required to make it shoot .22 were
likely not compatible with centerfire

Leff; Centerfire slide-from

SVI/Infinity (right) shown
ewith the matching one Jeremy

converted to a .22 (left), Nofice

he longer breechface,and

the lightening cuts near the

disconnect. It's some, of

his first machine work

and not pretty, but

it functions.

Special guns deserve special leather. Galco's exotic

Concealable holster, gunbelf and mag pouch; all:in black Stingray.

chamberings, I ordered a second slide,
near identical to the first.

Groovy, Man

Clearly, something this exotic
needed an equally interesting receiver,
and nothing breaks the cookie cutter
like having a finger groove on your
front strap. I also thought it would spare
me the perpetual “Is that a Kimber?”
query uttered in those days by anyone
seeing a custom 1911 of any stripe. |
turned out to be wrong about that, but it
still feels good in the hand.

Finger-groove receivers were
then cataloged by Caspian, who had
to shorten one to create an Officer’s
size gun. Enthusiastically embracing
the infinite possibilities offered by
the SVI/Infinity slides, I requested
the serial number LAZY 8, the name
of the infinity symbol. 4 short-lived
mishearing when I ordered the frame
almost led to my FFL opening up a
package to find a 1911 frame engraved
LADY 8, which would have been as
perplexing to me as it doubtless was

Both slides were welded up and remachined for
Novak front sights with gold beads, the
= original old school night sight. And sine
they're, you know, real gold, the
beads never tarnish.

Jeremy wanted
the gun to be right
in all the details. Pete Single
welded up the beveled corner at the

bottom of the frame so it would meet the
S&A mag funnel without an unsightly notch.

to the folks at Caspian, but we got that
sorted out. Finger-groove frames typi-
cally came with two grooves: one each
on the front strap and the triggerguard,
since it was close to the time that finger-
forward shooting was still a thing. Only
wanting one, I ground the triggerguard
smooth and shaped the front strap to
fit my hand, then sent the receiver to
master metalsmith Pete Single for some
touchup welding.

Making A Multi-Caliber

By this time I had settled on calibers:
In addition to a .22 conversion — which,
let me hasten to point out, SVI did not
make — the gun should shoot .38 Super,
45 ACP, and .41 Avenger, and the J.D.
Jones wildcat that necked down a .45
ACP casing to fire a .41 revolver bullet.
Bar-Sto made the barrels, even going
so far as to correctly mark that one with
“41 AVG” and J.D. Jones himself was
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The Lazy 8 early on in its career. A clean-sheet of paper
approach fo a cusfom concealment pistol, it shoots .45,
A1, .38 and .22. You can't build another one foday.

kind enough to chamber it for me. Since
there’s a big difference between 0.354",
0.410" and 0.451", the barrels are all
ramped so each caliber rides on its own
sized feed ramp instead of trying to
modify a single frame ramp to work for
all of them.

Needless to say, this took time: six
months, a year at a hit for some parts,
most of which I had in hand by the time
I graduated law school and headed up to
Novak’s .45 Shop for the once-in-a-life-
time opportunity to spend some weeks
in the shop under Wayne’s tutelage. He
demonstrated how to fit the centerfire
barrels, and I stumbled my way through
the slide/frame fits and trigger job, which
was assembled with a Videki trigger
and that rarest of all original Swenson
ambi safeties, one that’s internally
marked (they’re usually stamped on the

Adaptability was af the

core of the Lazy 8 concept.
Bar-Sto created the ramped
centerfire harrels in .45 ACP, .41
Avenger and .38 Super, while the .22

rimfire barrel is a prototype Colt floating
chamber, one modified to work in an SVI slide.
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outside in one of three different
varieties of stampings). For the
hammer, I selected a particularly
aggressive-looking STI hybrid
of a rowel and spur, which
the trigger drops crisply at an
average of 4 lbs., 2 0z. on my
Lyman trigger scale.

I had bought Bo-Mar
adjustable rear sights since
the gun would shoot multiple
calibers but did not like the front
dovetails the slides came with,
so off they went to Pete Single to be
welded up and recut for Novak front
dovetails, which I filled with gold bead
front sights on both slides. On one of
the gun’s trips to Single, I had him
replace the material at the bottom rear
corner of the receiver, which is usually
beveled, so the line of the frame would

SVI's brilliant inter-
changeable breechface
is the key o shooting

all centerfire rounds
from a single slide.

flow smoothly into the S&A magwell,
without an unsightly notch.

Rimfire Considerations

In between all of this, though, one of
the slides had to become a .22. With a
borrowed Colt .22 conversion in hand,
I miked and measured and milled until
I narrowed and lightened one of the
two centerfire slides (originally a .38
Super) enough that it could feed from
a .22 magazine. I machined a filler
for the breechface, silver brazed it in
place, machined it again, and now had
a removable .22 breechface, complete
with rimfire firing pin, which I turned
down from another .22 conversion
pin and forged into a dogleg to get the
correct offset. Somewhere in there I
acquired a prototype .22 barrel from the
Colt model shop I promptly — sacrile-
giously to some — cut to Commander
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The ambi safety is an original
Swenson, one of a precious
few marked internally with
the patent information

but not stamped on

the outside.

length for my gun. Shockingly, it
worked. All of it. So much so I can’t
remember the .22 ever failing to feed.

Beastly Bullseyes

How accurate is this beast? I don’t
know; I’ve never had it in the Ransom
Rest, but I did put three rounds in 3"
at 50 yards with it, handheld. While I
usually prefer 230-grain bullets in .45
ACP, Hornady’s 200-grain +P XTP
was so accurate at 25 yards that if you
drew a line where the top of the front
sight was, the bullet would split it. I’1l
give up 30 grains for that kind of pin-
point accuracy.

Ruminations

I had originally planned to hard
chrome the gun and have my coat of
arms engraved in the smooth panel just
forward of the cocking serrations, but
life has a way of getting away from
you. Once the gun was functional, I
shot the Q course, and it became my
carry gun with little further ceremony.
The carbon steel slides wound up blued
and unadorned, and the receiver stayed
stainless, with a pair of unremark-
able wood grips. After several years
those were replaced with ivory, back
when ivory grips were only a matter of
writing a check.

Between the gun being built and
earning its ivory, I shot it frequently,

carried it incessantly, and competed
with it in the local pistol matches.
While I usually carried it in a Galco
Fletch on a Ken Null gunbelt, around
the time I upgraded the grips it found
a new leather home, also from Galco,
in the form of a gorgeous Stingray
gunbelt, with which it pairs in
striking fashion.

The Lazy 8 saw me through my
early days as a prosecuting attorney,
which, in retrospect, was probably
among the most dangerous periods
of my life. Its aggressive appearance
was duly noted — such as the day
a gun-savvy attorney wandered into
the room where I was working, and,
seeing it, stopped in his tracks and
exclaimed “Dear God, what a heater!”

He has since gone on to meet
his Maker, and now knows exactly
whether or not He felt that was an
appropriate use of His name. But to
your point, Jim, yes, it’s quite a pistol.

It was ambitious when conceived,
but now, some 20 years later, the Lazy
8 is literally the gun you can’t have;
the major components are unavailable
and many of the men that made them
are dead. Videki, Bo-Mar, Swenson
— none remain on the market. Even
the receiver is unavailable: The tooling
to create the finger groove ones was
altered beyond use. Of course, I got one
of the last ones made, a government-
sized frame. Wonder what |
should do with that one? ‘

For more info: CaspianArms.com,
Barsto.com, GalcoGunLeather.com,
SVIGuns.com

Jeremy removed the .38 Super breechface
from one of the matching SVI slides,
machined an insert and silver brazed
it in place, then machined
it again fo create the
.22 breechface.

REFLEX DUT
SIGHT IN TARGETS

ONLY AN
ACCURATE
SHOT
COUNTS!

« Sight-in distances of 10, 25, and
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« Table of distance MOA optic
click values

o Grid adjustment in direction
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o Available in 10 pack or 25 pack

Introducing the quickest way
to sight-in pistols, AR15s or
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dot, or holographic optics.
The graphic rings are sized to
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[HE KEITH #5.

s JEFF TANK" HOOVER
k\.@ﬂﬂ@ms MATTHEW PEAKE

“The Last Word” in sixguns just got the
conversafion starfed. Here's Elmer’s #5

and Lawrence carved/laced 120 holster.

Factory roll-marked caliber
.44 Russian and S&W Special.

well remember my first visit to
Idaho. Mom died a few months
earlier after a courageous cancer
battle. Filled with “life’s too short”
sentiments, I accept an offer for
an elk hunt from a man I met on
the internet, Dick Thompson. I made
my first handgun kill using my hand-
load, consisting of the Lyman .45 Keith
bullet on a cow elk, while making life-

long friends. I also saw the Elmer Keith
Museum when it was housed in the
Boise, Idaho Cabela’s.

Here, seeing Elmer’s trophies, rifles
and sixguns puts everything in perspec-
tive. He is, indeed, the real deal — The
Grand Old Man. The crown jewel of
the display is, of course, the famous #5.
With nose and hands pressed flat against
the glass, like a hungry kid staring in a
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Notice the dovefailed hammer Brazed together from a Bisley top and SAA. Also, the
dovetailed rear sight, base pin lafchiand head are dearly visible, exhibiting magnificent
* skill work, not fo mention the welding creating the Flat Top.

bakery window, I think, “Boy, if I could
just hold that gun!”

I imagine wrapping my fingers around
the ivory stocks, the Mexican Eagle
forming a natural palm-swell. I fantasize
about cocking the hammer, feeling and
hearing each of four distinct clicks, as
Elmer did, thousands of times. Holding
the very gun Elmer carried and shot for
30 years would indeed have been special
— if only possible. Little do I know, 12
years later, I’d get the opportunity ...

An Invite

Imagine my surprise when I'm
invited to Brownells to get a chance
to see and hold the iconic piece. Yes,
iconic is overused, but proper, when
one mentions the #5. Brownells pho-
tographer/videographer Matthew Peake
invited friends Bobby Tyler, Doc Bar-
ranti and me for the occasion. The #5
was being auctioned off again by Rock
Island Auction Co. and Matthew was
going to be filming a few videos about
the gun to stir up interest.

The #5

Imitation is surely the highest form
of flattery. I’d venture to say the #5
is the most copied, imitated, sought
after, and the basis for custom single-
action sixguns. Just as it’s popular to
say “Keith” bullet, referring to a semi-
wadcutter slug with equal-sized driving
bands and square grease-groove, a #5

Rear sight notch and
locking screw.

sixgun has its own traits. The sexy grip-
frame is the most obvious, being like no
other. How the #5 came about is a won-
derful story worth repeating, especially
for those who’ve never heard it.

The Beginning

Back in 1927, Elmer Keith was
writing for American Rifleman. He
talked of long-range sixgun shooting at
distances many thought preposterous.
Harold Croft, a fellow sixgun enthusiast
from Philadelphia, Pa. was intrigued by
Elmer’s claims. They communicated via
mail, with Elmer inviting Croft to his
Durkee, Ore. ranch for a month.

Croft accepted, bringing a “suitcase
full of guns” as Elmer described it.
Upon arrival, Elmer nailed some boards
together, making a 4'x4' target and sets
it a measured 700 yards away. Using his
sitting “Keith” position, hands locked
between his knees, head resting on his
saddle, Elmer started shooting, hitting
the target with every gun Croft brought.
Keith even hit the board with a 2" slip-
gun. Croft became a true believer.

Croft spent much time and money
improving standard Colt SAAs, looking
to develop lightweight weapons for
self-defense. He designed four dif-
ferent featherweight models from SA
Army and Bisley Colts, calling them #1
through #4. Elmer regarded Croft’s #3
grip as perfect, considering it “the finest
ever put on a sixgun.” Consisting of a

Here's the “V" spring
Croft and Sedgley designed.

Here's a close-up of the engraving
of the #5. Note the checkered hammer.

Bisley backstrap mated with an SAA
guard and front strap, the Bisley back
strap was bent to the same angle as the
SAA front strap and guard.

Excited, Elmer sent a Colt back with
Croft, “to be worked over” explaining
what traits he wanted from Croft’s
guns, along with a few of his own ideas.
Elmer said he wants the #3 grip-frame,
along with target front and rear sights.
He wanted the gun to be left full weight,
not reduced, for better balance.

Besides the grip from Croft’s #3
gun, the Base Pin Locking Latch is the
second most recognized custom fea-
ture on the #5. R.F. Sedgley designed
the mechanism, which positively locks
the base pin in place, making it impos-
sible to “jump” from recoil. A swinging
latch mounted on the frame fit into a
square groove of the base pin. Elmer
also wanted an oversized base pin head
for easy removal in the field.

Building The #5

Croft has Sedgley, a master gunsmith
from Philadelphia, weld-up the frame
into a flat top, extending it over the
hammer top, maximizing sight radius.
Sedgley welded the #3 grip for Elmer’s
gun and made and fit a new “V” main-
spring designed by him and Croft. This
new spring was less prone to breakage,
while being more sensitive and quicker
than standard SAA flat springs.

Elmer stated, “the gun cocks as easily

Here’s a close-up of the
pinnedy/sleeved fronf sight.
It's reversed, fo increase sight
radius, from Target Colt’s,
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The backstrap ] The hase pinlotchiand head\imlocked posifion’s
has Elmer’s name 1 .

engraved on if.

as when a Newman’s ‘far country’ spring
is used. The Croft-Sedgley spring is
without a doubt the fastest in action of
any SAA spring and should improve the
SA greatly for target shooting.”

The hammer was previously made
by J.D. O’Meara, by fitting a Bisley
hammer top/spur to the lower of an
SAA hammer, then dovetailing and
brazing them together.

Sights

Elmer wanted adjustable, rugged
sights on his gun. The front sight con-
sists of cutting the last inch off a Colt
Target Model barrel and reaming the
cut portion, so it fits on the turned-down
end of the #5 barrel, like a sleeve. The
sleeve is sweated and pinned, like an
S&W barrel, for added security. It’s also
reversed from the Target Model, maxi-
mizing sight radius.

Elmer also wanted the rear sight

The elephant ivory
Mexican Eagle that
forms a palm-
swell grip.

=

dovetailed, making it windage adjust-
able. He requested a screw be added to
the rear of the flat top frame to lock the
sight in place. Elmer obviously wanted
a gun capable of withstanding rugged
conditions while hunting, ranching and
traveling, without worrying about his
sights being knocked off zero.

Croft procured Sedgley to make a
wider trigger to Elmer’s specifications,
instead of the typical narrow triggers
placed on the left side of the guard of
SAAs. Elmer said, “the trigger follows
the contours of his finger and is set
back, close to the guard, allowing one
to properly squeeze the trigger.” Trigger
pull is set at 3.5 Ibs. Elmer stated, “for
general excellence of grip, balance,
sights, trigger and hammer, I do not
think this gun can be improved upon.”

Personally Handling #5

When picking up Elmer’s #5, the
first thing noticed is the deceptive light-
ness of the gun. You’d think it would be
heavier. This is due in part to the bal-
ance of the gun and shape of the grip-
frame. It is a natural pointer, with sight
alignment being instantaneous. The
square notched rear sight is just large
enough to fill the patridge style, adjust-
able front sight. It is genius in design,
for if daylight is seen on either side, you
know sight alignment is off.

The barrel and recoil shield on this
gun are immaculate. Rifling is sharp with
no throat erosion. We know the gun has
been re-blued at least three times from
Elmer’s writings. It was not engraved

until later. Doc O’Meara originally made
Walrus ivory stocks for it, but they were
replaced when they shrunk.

Elmer had his gun engraved not to
be fancy, but rather, to cover up, or con-
ceal, the numerous scuffs and scraps
it would endure from daily use. Elmer
stated, “I killed 59 magpies, around
two dozen crows and hawks, six horned
owls, and a bobcat, to say nothing of
over a hundred blacktail jack rabbits
and a few woodchucks. It does excellent
work at long range.”

Speaking of accuracy, Elmer said,
“using a charge of five grains of Bullseye
and 250-grain cast bullet, sized to
0.431", I put five shots under a silver
dollar at 15 yards. Such accuracy is good
for me and will get meat when I need it.”

Closer Examination

It should be noted cylinder throats
measured 0.432" with pin gauges and
gun weight is 2.55 lbs. Barrel/cylinder
gap is very tight, with barely any light
able to peek through. Gunsmith Bobby
Tyler removed the grips, revealing
the mainspring. It appears brand-new,
without any hint of rust. Tyler was
impressed with the complexity of the
design and fitting of the spring. Barrel
length was measured at 5.51".

In Summation

The modifications requested by Elmer
on the #5 display his striving to improve
what was available at the time. This is
evident of not only sixguns, but his cast
bullet designs, handloads, or other modi-
fications to equipment of his time. When
reminiscing about Elmer, it’s something [

Elmer's home at the fime, Durkee,
Ore., is engraved at the hotiom
of the gripframe.

always think about, the need to improve.
Never be satisfied with what’s available.
There’s always room for improvement.
If not, such guns as the #5, and the many
custom guns that followed it, would
never have been built.

Elmer exclaimed the virtues of the #5
in an article he titled, “The Last Word” in
American Rifleman. Little did he know he

was just getting the conversa- ﬁ

tion started on custom sixguns.
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PUSH IT. PUSH IT GOOD...

MASTERSIGHT PUSHER"

Make way for the Mack-Daddy of pistol sight pushers, downgrading lesser instruments to the back
of the bench. The oversize Easy Torque Handle™ powers the finely threaded Magnum Push Rod™
delivering maximum torque with minimal effort. Get a grip and keep it, in the Safe Lock™ Anti-
REAL AVIO Torsion Frame and the beefy Ergonomic Control Grip™. The Master Sight Pusher™ cradles both
1911 and striker-fire slides and the Reversable Press Block™ fits most press-fit dovetail slots
and sight profiles making short work of sight change-outs. Upgrade to Master Grade!
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OPTIGS-READY POWER
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t’s time. Like scopes on rifles,

optics on pistols are here to

stay. It was only a matter of

time, technology and durability

improvements before red dot

sights on even compact carry
guns became mainstream.

The Taurus GX4 T.0.R.O. takes the
double-stack GX4 platform a step for-
ward by making it optics ready out of
the box.

Optics Ready

There’s a guy I know who may or
may not be the not-very-retired Special
Projects Editor around here, who jok-
ingly refers to pistols equipped with
red dot sights as “having TVs on top.”
He’ll be happy to know he can watch
all his favorite programs on the GX4
T.0.R.O. also. I can’t definitively say
whether this one tunes in to HeeHaw
and Green Acres, but I’ll certainly find
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out and let him know.

The GX4 T.0.R.O. (that’s Taurus
Optic Ready Option) features a pre-cut
slide sized for the new crop of micro red
dots. These smaller footprint models,
compatible with the GX4, include the
Shield RMSc, Holosun HS507K and
HS407K, Sightmark Mini Shot A-Spec
M3, Hex Wasp GE5077-MIC-RET, SIG
RomeoZero, Riton 3 Tactix MPRD2 and
Trijicon RMRcc Red Dot. Mounting a
Trijicon RMRcc does require an optional
adapter. If you choose to use this GX4
without an optic, just install the included
flush-mount cover plate on the slide and
the pistol looks and acts like the standard
GX4 model.

Just The Facts

The GX4 T.O.R.O. is a subcom-
pact, double-stack 9mm pistol, ideal for

carry. It ships with two magazines, an
11-rounder and an extended 13-rounder,
so depending on which you install,
you’ll get 12 or 14 rounds of 9mm
ready to go in a package about the same
size as the classic snubbie revolver.
Amazing. That’s almost three New York
reloads of snubbies in one package of
just 6.05x4.4x1.08" wide. Unloaded
weight comes in at 18.5 oz.

The magazines are steel-bodied and
use bright yellow followers. The two
are identical except for the extended
base on the 13-round version. There
are witness holes for rounds four
through 11. There is a cutout area at
the base of the grip allowing you to rip
out a stuck mag if needed, but mine
have so far dropped freely on hitting
the magazine release button. Oh, one
more thing. The company does offer

Federul Sanech Adtion Pistol 150 kgrainJoads shot plemy-. 231
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10-round configurations for those of
you who live under the iron-fisted rule
of Republiks.

The grip texture is like a moderate
stippling pattern all around the grip
itself — somewhat like a kinder, gentler
skateboard tape. You’ll also notice two
small textured areas above the trigger
guard area. They make great reminders
of where to rest your trigger finger
when not shooting.

Trigger

This striker-fired pistol has a defen-
sive/carry trigger. I measure it consis-
tently at 6% Ibs. You’ll get 1/8" of light,
low-grit take-up followed by another
1/8" of constant pressure before it
breaks. I couldn’t detect any stacking at
all, nor could I feel any significant over-
travel. While a tad heavier than I would
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With the flush-bose T1-round magazine installed;
Tom could fif half ' pinkie on the grip:

prefer, it’s just fine out of the box for its
intended purpose.

The reset is obvious — you’ll feel and
hear it after about 1/8" of forward travel.

I’1l also note the trigger itself is
wide across its face, as is the interior
trigger leaf serving as an extra layer
of safety. Unless you depress the leaf,
the trigger won’t move. The leaf has a
vertical serration texture, presumably
to reduce slipping. I liked the feel of
the trigger overall and the extra face
width helps manage the slightly higher
pull weight.

Let There Be Sights

The sights on the GX4 T.0.R.O.
are solid out of the box. The front
is a white dot while the rear is all
black with serration to cut glare.
Here’s even better news. If you’re
picky about specific sights, you’ll be
happy to hear the mounting system for
front and rear are “industry standard.”
That’s code for ... the same mounting
system as used by a big gun company
rhyming with “block.”

This is a big deal, and I heartily
thank Taurus for using this system,
because lots of aftermarket sight com-
panies make all sorts of outstanding
sight upgrades that will fit this pistol.
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There’s nothing proprietary about sight
cuts, or at least there shouldn’t be, so
I think it’s great news companies are
starting to standardize.

Care And Feeding

There’s a nifty feature for take-
down and field stripping. Rather than
clutter up the already compact surface
of the gun with more controls, you’ll
notice an inset flathead “screw” on the
right side of the frame, just forward
of the trigger. That’s the takedown
“lever.” Using a flathead screwdriver
or some other handy object like a
dime, turn the bar almost 180° coun-
terclockwise. This releases the slide
from the frame. You will need to press
the trigger during the process, so exer-
cise all normal caution. As field strip-
ping is an administrative function, I
am fine with this tradeoff and appre-
ciate the lack of extra gear on the
frame. So, unlike most semi-autos, the
GX4 T.0.R.O. has only two movable
controls on its frame, not counting the
trigger — the magazine release button
and the slide lock.

Once you remove the slide, things
will look familiar. The recoil spring is
a dual captive design, so no flying parts
to worry about. You’ll also notice the

shiewnilled*outofciyso the |
ESiandardncluded 5|gh15 €0-
ifnessed through the botfori®
of the opticwinde giisfitine
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|
interior steel “infrastructure” or chassis
is longer than you might expect. This
is another deliberate feature intended to

add strength to the polymer frame and
control flex during firing.

Shooting And Handling

The 13-round magazine — really
the 11-rounder with a two-round exten-
sion — comfortably fits my size large
hands. I can easily get all firing and
support hand fingers on the front-
strap of the pistol without any undue
crowding. When I install the more
compact flush-base 11-round maga-
zine, I get a two and a half finger grip.
Half of my pinkie is on the front strap
and the lower half hangs in space. I did
find I preferred shooting with the half
pinkie on the front. When I curled it
under, I didn’t have as much control
and the whole grip was less natural and
less comfortable.

Accuracy

I tested this GX4 with five-shot
groups from 15 yards using a Ransom
Multi-Caliber rest using five different
types of ammo.

Federal’s Syntech 150-grain action
pistol won the day with a grouping of
1.57". The Syntech Defense 138-grain
load was next up with 1.62". I guess this
pistol likes the polymer bullet jackets.
Other loads tested included Federal
HST 124-grain (2.08"), Norma MHP
108-grain (2.75") and Black Hills Hon-
eyBadger 100-grain (3.2").

Closing Arguments

Over the past few years, Taurus has
re-focused their efforts on producing
solid guns at attractive price points. This
one certainly fits that bill too. It ran like
a champ, digesting whatever ammo I ran

through it. If you need a pock-

etful of power, give it a look. ‘
For more info: TaurusUSA.com,
FederalPremium.com, Black-Hills.

com, Norma-Ammunition.com

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM e MARCH/APRIL 2022



IMM
STRIKER-FIRED
/‘ II]-(-I1 CAPACITY
9.9LB TRIGGER

$329.99

FIREARMS

Hidden Gem: The ultra-concealable DVG-1 from SCCY Firearms makes for
a perfect choice when it comes to self-defense. It's made in the USA with
premium components. Priced at $329.99, vou won't find a better pistol in its
class. That's what we call a real diamond in the rough.

Learn more at sccy.com fdvg
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, tfamily of handguns. et
=ranging from subcompud "
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entury Arms is the gun
company for the Common

Man. I’ve honestly lost

count of the number of cool

black Century guns I have
bought over the years. Their weapons
are rugged, dependable and reasonably
priced. Century’s superb Canik TP9
handguns represent the hands-down
best value in the gun world today.

The Real World

Travis Beckett and his wife Jenny
were struggling. Their first child Ashley

58

Left: The first
Canik TP9
Was a proper

approximation
of the Walther

intended to put Ashley in day

care so Jenny could go back to
work. However, as Travis had learned
in his previous life as an Army Ranger,
the plan never survives first contact
with the enemy. Ashley needed atten-
tion only a mom could provide.

Travis therefore worked two jobs.
One offered health insurance. The
second let them eat. Jenny kept a metic-
ulous house, but the ratty apartment
was all they could afford. The young
couple kept to themselves, but one

was a preemie. They had\ The Canik TP9SA s a

thoroughly modern SA/DA
combat pistol available
in either black or FDE.

fateful night, life intervened.

It began with yet another police-
involved shooting. The riot grew like
some kind of metastasizing cancer
until nearby businesses were in flames.
Jenny held Ashley close as the fires
flickered across the front windows.
Travis put his girls in the tub and
retrieved his TP9, tucking the spare
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The Canik TPYSF Elite-S is the
mid-sized concealed carry
version of the TP9.

magazine into his back pocket. Pulling
up a chair behind his front door, he sat
quietly in the darkness. The riot would
likely spend itself by morning. How-
ever, if trouble came knocking, Travis
would blow it straight to hell.

Ballistic Philosophy

Ours is a weird old world that gets
weirder daily. In the face of such ram-
pant manifest chaos, it’s not just the
well-to-do who need self-protection.
Quite the contrary, it is typically those
of modest means who know the most
genuine peril. Not just everybody can
afford a $600 defensive handgun. The
Canik TP9 is the answer.

The first Canik TP9 pistol was intro-
duced in 2012 and was a near clone
of the Walther P99. The action was a
striker-fired SA/DA with a pushbutton
decocker atop the slide. Those first
Canik sported, I'm not making this up,
a cavorting dolphin on the grip. Cold
hammer-forged barrels were formed
from 32CrMoV12-10 steel and there
were interchangeable backstraps. They
were every bit the equals of the P99 they
aped at a literal fraction of the price.

I picked up one of those very first
copies. I’ve never had a stoppage and

The Canik TP9 Elite Combat
Executive has literally all the bells
and whistles. It is snazzy-looking to boot.

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM
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The red tab is

the blade safety built
into the rigger. The bilateral
lever underneath is a nifty separate manual
safety system not found on the larger TP guns.

the pistol shoots nice and straight. I
cannot find fault with it.

Each standard gun comes with two
18-round magazines, a nice polymer
holster with both a belt slide and pan-
cake mount, and cleaning gear. Stuff
that would cost you extra elsewhere
comes standard with the TP9. And yet
it still sells for a c-note or two less than
its name-brand competition.

Family Portrait

Today’s TPIDA offers that original
DA/SA trigger along with the slide-
mounted decocker. The initial long
trigger pull brings added safety, while the
subsequent crisper sort provides better
precision. The Browning-inspired recoil-
operated action is common throughout.

The TP9DA is indeed a great combat
handgun at a great price. However, the
American shooting public has devel-
oped an undeniable enthu-

Canik TP9 guns come
standard with a fop-qualify /88
Mpolymer refention holster; r

‘*f .

siasm for the GLOCK-style striker-fired
trigger. The TP9SA scratches that itch.

The TP9SA features a slightly longer
frame and slide along with a blade
safety in the trigger face. Finishes can
be either black or FDE. The manual
decocker remains perched atop the
slide, but it is now used to lower the
striker safely for disassembly.

The TPOSF retains the elongated
slide and barrel of the SA but includes
an improved single-action trigger with
nickel-coated component parts. In this
configuration, the mechanism went
full-GLOCK. Keep your finger off the
trigger, and the gun is on safe. Put your
finger inside the trigger guard, and the
gun goes hot. The dirty little secret is that
between the Canik and the GLOCK, the
TPISF has the nicer trigger.

Next Level

The slide and barrel of the TP9SFx
race gun are stretched out a bit. There
are lightening cuts for lighter weight,
faster lockup and just plain cool points.
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4
Steel Warren combat sights
are the sorts you'd be

expecied fo pay extra
for on lesser guns.

The TP9SFx front sight includes a fiber
optic insert and the rear of the slide is
cut to accept a micro red dot. TP9SFx
magazines pack a whopping 20 rounds
onboard. The TP9SFx can be had from
the factory with a Vortex Viper red dot.

The TPOSF Elite is the mid-sized
gun akin to the GLOCK 19. The TP9SF
Elite has all the same awesome stuff
as the rest of the TP9 line along with a
15-round magazine. The TPISF Elite-S
also sports a cool manual safety easily
manipulated with the trigger finger.

The TP9 Elite Combat Executive is
the same gun thoroughly customized.
That means fiber optic sights, a fluted
gold PVD-coated match-grade threaded
barrel and an aluminum speed funnel
magwell. The flat-faced trigger sports a
precise 4.8-1b. pull weight. Magazines are
the standard 15-round sort with extended
baseplates for a total capacity of 18.

The TPI9SC is the subcompact deep
carry version with one stubby 12-round
magazine as well as one longer 15-round
sort. This allows the operator to con-
figure the gun for the circumstances and
the mission. The TPISC still has all the
bells and whistles but rides comfortably
underneath a pair of shorts and a T-shirt.

If you can’t find the gun you need in
the TP9 family, you are just too picky.
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The Canik TP9SFx is the race
gun. The extended slide and
barrel tame recoil, while the
ample 20-round box magazine
will have you shooting about
forever between reloads.

With an MSRP as low as $359, the
TP9 is the military-grade combat pistol
that is within financial reach of normal
folk. You can spend way more on a
combat handgun, but you could also
just put your money in a tidy pile and

set fire to it. The TP9 is epic 1

iron at any price.
For more info: CenturyArms.com

GE:

MAKING A
GREAT GUN
EVEN GREATER
Hi was inevitable the Canik TP9

would eventually catch the eye

of those firearms artisans who
craft aftermarket mechanical enhance-
ments. Taylor Freelance is the DaVinci
of gun accessories. Their media are
aluminum, steel and brass. Their
product is ballistic art.

Polymer-framed pistols are
designed to be lightweight. For a carry
gun, that's the point. However, mass
times velocity in one direction will
always equal mass times velocity in the
other direction. That's not just a good
idea. That's the law. Taylor Freelance
produces applique accessories that add
some proper mass fo your competifion
Canik and look awesome doing it.

Their snap-on extended magazine
bases offer a prodigious four extra
rounds. It is easy to load to a full
22-round capacity without a loader.
The brass checkered backstrap and
flared magwell add an aggregate 6
oz. to the weapon. No kidding, the
end result feels like you're running
the gun off a tripod.

Thusly configured the exira weight
gobbles up recoil and provides the
perfect interface between weapon and
flesh. It will absolutely ruin you to your
flimsy lightweight pistols. For competi-

tion and home defense, ﬂ

Taylor Freelance rules.
Taylor Freelance lets you

thoroughly pimp out your
TP9 and simultaneously
transform it into a
teddy bear on the
range. The added

mass all but negates
perceived recoil.
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Versacarry® N proud to announce our new
' Versatac Serres for 2022 This innovative ling
features two phases of holsters gach Ing in
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d‘ ‘*"Tour handgun perfectly.

Versatac Phase Il

Both hybrid and all polymer models
available, each custom molded to fit your
handgun perfectly.

Versatac Phase |

Leather construction encompassing a
polymer layer, adding rigidity without
the hard material contacting your handgun.

EaE Scan, Call, or Visit to Order
979-778-2000 HaRRANTY
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SERIOUS KNIVES
FOR SERIOUS USERS

hen founder and long-
time owner Spencer
Frazer of SOG Spe-
cialty Knives, com-
monly known simply
as SOQG, retired in 2020, there were a
lot of questions about the future of the
innovative and successful cutlery manu-

17 i

— e

go so last year the company launched a
complete brand refresh, starting with a
total revamp of the product line-up. The
new products and direction are what has
put SOG on a different course and has
been received very well by traditional
and new fans of the brand alike.”

The new management team did some

Terminus XR Black

facturer. After 45 years of business, who
would take the helm of the company?
Known for making excellent knives, both
fixed-blade and folder — not to men-
tion an extremely popular line of multi-
tools — what changes would new leader-
ship bring to SOG? Now, with time to let
the dust settle, we felt it was time for an
update, and we bring it to you here.

With fresh blood comes change, and
so it has with SOG. After Frazer’s retire-
ment, the responsibilities for the manu-
facturer’s direction were handed over

to Beren McKay to oversee
Innovation and Product
Development, Jonathan
Wegner to lead Industrial
Design and Strategy, and
Chris Cashbaugh, to direct
Product Strategy. “In the last
decade there was a focus
on appealing to the mass
consumer which, we feel,
caused SOG to lose focus,”

serious head cracking and developed a
bold new direction for SOG focused on
new divisions — essentially recreating
the SOG brand. In a nutshell, they took
the carburetor out and added a super-
charger. “Our new product lines are
developed specifically with one of three
key focuses in mind: professional and
defensive use, outdoor (including hunting
and camping), and general-purpose daily
carry,” Jonathan explains. “At the begin-
ning of the development of each product
we first identify what problem we’re
trying to solve, who the user is, and what
the typical use scenarios look like to give
us clear parameters of what we’re trying
to make and the goals we’re aiming for.
This follows our ‘study, observe, under-
stand, apply, repeat’ product development
mantra to ensure we’re creating tools that
are developed to be deliberately inten-
tional, rather than just a pretty looking
hype tool.”

Innovation Is Key

Innovation has always been high on
SOG’s priorities, whether it be incorpo-
rating new features into their knives or

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM e MARCH/APRIL 2022

Kiku XR LTE
Blaze Orange

Jonathan Wegner tells Hand-
gunner. “We acknowledged

this to be a misalignment
with where we wanted to
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Blackout

improving their earlier ones
— they’ve never sat on their
laurels. “In terms of special
features, we have quite a
few to talk about as almost
every single release has
patented or patent pending
technologies we’ve devel-
oped to achieve a specific
solution or feature,” notes
Wegner. “One of our most
popular recent innovations
has been the latest evolution
of our Arc Lock, which we
have named the XR Lock.
Key benefits of our patent
pending design is smooth-
ness and reliability of open
and close, ability to work
with a kick, and its sheer
strength. We have tested this
lock system in our SEAL
XR knife to an excess of
2,500 Ibs. of force without
a failure of the lock mecha-
nism. Our XR Lock can be
found in most of our recent
folders across all three of
our user categories — Ter-
minus XR, Kiku XR, Vision
XR, Pentagon XR, Ultra,
XR, SOG-TAC XR — and
will be utilized in many
upcoming future releases.”

Multi-tools continue to be a hall-
mark in the SOG stable. “Our signature
Compound Leverage feature is well
known in our multi-tools. It allows for
one-handed open operation as well as
enhanced gripping and cutting strength.
We’ve applied this technology not only
to our well-known multi-tools such as
PowerAccess and PowerLock but also
to our folding ParaShears, providing
the user with greater cutting force,”
Jonathan informs us. In addition, SOG
still continues to build innovation into
their fixed-blade line as well. “We are
just starting to release the Universal
Mounting System (UMS) on our fixed
blades, which we’ve developed to be
an interchangeable and customizable
sheath and carry group of accessories
that can be adjusted and scaled to meet
individual applications. This system
includes tool-free tensioners on the
sheaths, which allow for adjustment of
the draw strength. Our UMS Clip fea-
tures a very flat, strong steel MOLLE
or belt mounting solution as well as a
variety of other attachment methods
and accessories.”

Piping Hot SOG

We asked Jonathan to give us the
inside scoop on SOG’s best sellers.
“In the last year, our best sellers have
included our recently released Terminus
XR and the associated variants we have
in G10 and Light Edition form. The
Terminus XR is a compact everyday

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

carry that has a perfect
blade shape and size for
most common daily tasks.

“Our Kiku line of
products, designed by
noted custom knife-
maker Kiku Matsuda
from Japan, has a lot of
fans. They have a unique
design style which started
as a single collaboration
and have now gained
momentum in many
variants. The latest ver-
sion is the Light Edition
Kiku XR LTE — a large
format outdoor folder
that is incredibly light-
weight thanks to the use
of carbon fiber as a struc-
tural component.

“In our professional
line-up of knives,” Wegner
continues, “the Pentagon
XR and Vision XR are
very popular with both
uniformed professionals
as well as those who carry
for self-defense. The
assisted-opening tech-
nology Trident AT gets
a lot of love from first
responders. Our HQ store
has frequent visits from local first
responders who swear by Trident —
especially the latest version.”

As for the highway ahead, new
designs are just around the corner.
“Future plans are to dive deeper into
what we’ve done in the last year,
which is doubling down on innova-
tive features and materials and con-
tinuing to work with end-users to
understand their needs — more of
that. We have one of our largest col-
lections coming out in Spring 2022
with a good number of items specifi-
cally designed for each of our main
customer groups.” We’re looking
forward to seeing where this new,

supercharged version of ﬁ

SOG goes!

For more info: SOGKnives.com and
@SOGknives on all major social
media networks

ParaShears Red

DO YOU NEED A GUN BELT?

BELTMAN
BELTMAN belts are the gold

standard in gun belts and are
suitable for concealed carry,
competition, or when you just
want to look sharp! Starting at
$69.95 and available in Bull-
hide, Horsehide, Shrunken Bison,
Shark, Elephant, and Alligator.

(205) 415-5000

STRONG HANDS
SHOOT STRAIGHT

www.ironmind.com

Free Ron Avery Grip Training for Shooters booklet
with any order, keycode AH-RA10.
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ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 31, 2022 WINNERS CHOSEN BY RANDOM DRAWING. Limit one entry per household. To protedt the privacy and
security of winners, their names will NOT be made public. Contest void where prohibited by law. Winners must undergo a background check and comply with ll other federal, state and local laws. Taxes
and fees will be the responsibility of the winner. Contest open to U.S. residents only. Employees and agents of Publishers' Development Corp. are not eligible. No purchase necessary. Winners will be
nofified by certified mail on official letterhead. Winners must respond within 30 days of receiving notification or an alternate winner will be selected. Attention deployed military: use stateside ddress!
Giveaway guns and accessories may have evidence of being fest fired or exhibit minor handling marks. Factory warranties may apply in some cases. The Handgun of the Month package is awarded only
to the entrant drawn and will not be awarded if the firearm presented is illegal in the jurisdicfion of the winner. An alternate, authorized winner will be selected. No substitutions or transfers fo a third
party are allowed. UNABLE TO ENTER ONLINE? Mail o posteard with
your name and address (no envelopes please) to American Handgunner Magazine, GOM
March/April 2022, PO. Box 501377, San Diego, (A, 92150-1377.

or this issue of American Handgunner, our
giveaway gun is Mossherg’s M(2sc. The micro-
compact 9mm offers increased capacity but is
comfortably sized for concealed carry. With
an 0AL of 6.25", a height of 4.30" and slim 1.10" width,
the M(2sc also features an optics-ready slide for ease of
mounting micro red-dot sights. Available in two frame
variants (standard and cross-bolt safety) and with op-
tional TRUGLO Tritium Pro Night sights, each M(2sc comes
equipped with both an 11-round flush and 14-round
extended magozines.
The MIDI DX2 from Alien Knives is a simple yet appeal-
ing knife. With an 0AL of 7.125", its 2.76" blade is made
of Sandvik 14C28N stainless steel. The handles are G10. lts
liner lock can be opened and closed with one hand without
repositioning the knife.
The Invisible Dehumidifier from Silent Dry prevents

ALIEN KNIVES  rust buildup on your gun. Put it inside your gun case to
BLACK MIDIDN2  control the humidity level. One block is sufficient for 5

T liters of storage space. It's reusable too. Just heat it up in
a microwave.

Mossherg's MC2sc, Alien Knives’ MIDI DX2 and Silent Dry's
Invisible Dehumidifier can be yours, if you win the giveaway!
You just have to enter! Go to AmericanHandgunner.com/
giveaways or mail a post card! —Jazz Jimenez

MC2SC PISTOL
MANUFACTURER: MOSSBERG
(800) 363-3555, MOSSBERG.COM
CALIBER: 9MM, CAPACITY: 11+1 OR 14+1, OAL: 6.25"
BARREL LENGTH: 3.4", WEIGHT: 19.5 0Z.
VALUE: $556

BLACK MIDI DX2
MANUFACTURER: ALIEN KNIVES
(619) 240-0079, ALIENGAGE.COM
VALUE: $99

SILENT DRY INVISIBLE DEHUMIDIFIER
MANUFACTURER: SILENT DRY, SILENT-DRY.COM
VALUE: $30

TOTAL VALUE: $685

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM 65
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all it fate, destiny or it just
had to be. Whatever your
choice, it was meant to
happen. My favorite sixgun
all these many decades has
been a 7%2" Single Action beginning with
the legendary Colt Model P. I'm sure
I was greatly influenced by the arrival
of Gunsmoke while 1 was still in high
school — Matt Dillon used a 7%2" Colt.
This certainly had something to do with
my brand-new 72" Colt Single Action
.45 being the first to arrive in my area in
late 1956. I used mine in Fast Draw with
an Arvo Ojala Hollywood holster.

Over all these years, the Colt Single
Action Army has been produced in what
is now known as 1st, 2nd and 3rd Gen-
erations, so let’s take a look at how all
that came to be. After the Civil War,
Colt began converting their 1860 Army
revolvers to cartridge firing by replacing
the cylinders using both the Richards
and Richards-Mason configuration. The
military was about to call for testing to
adopt a new revolver and to this end
Colt produced their first big bore car-
tridge firing sixgun.

The 1871-72 Open-Top

This new Colt looked much like an
1860 Army with the same open-top
frame construction, however, it had a
cartridge cylinder, a loading gate, and
an ejector rod. It also had the same
grip frame as the 1860 Army. The

66
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chambering was .44 Colt using a bullet
of approximately 210 grains at approx-
imately 750 fps. However, the military
board was not impressed. They did not
like the open top frame and instead
wanted a “top strap” design like that
found on the Remington percussion
revolvers of the period.
They felt this would
offer a significant
increase in strength
not only to make the
sixgun more rugged
but also to hold the
cartridge they felt was
necessary for future use
by the military. They
wanted a .45.

Drawing Board

Colt was sent back
to the drawing board
and William Mason
redesigned the ’71-

Ilheselard

2= Generafion
examples
shoofjjusts

Bifie foo)

%" 44 Specluls -

’72 Open-Top. The chambering was
changed, the mainframe was changed,
and the grip frame was changed. The
new Colt incorporated the solid top
strap of the Remington, the grip frame
Sam Colt had first designed for his
1851 Navy .36 percussion revolver,
and it chambered the new .45 Colt.
This new .45 used a bullet of 250-255
grains for a muzzle velocity well over
850 fps. The barrel length of the 1860
Army had been 8". The new Colt .45
had for me what is a perfectly balanced
7%2" barrel.

From 1873 until 1940, the Colt
Single Action Army was produced in
over 30 chamberings with approxi-
mately half of the 357,000+ sixguns
produced being .45 Colts and about
half of the remaining were in .44
WCEF and then followed the .38 WCF
and .32 WCF. During the 20th cen-
tury, Colt added the .44 Special and
.357 Magnum. My experience with

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM e MARCH/APRIL 2022



the 7%" 1st Generation Colt Single
Action is confined to .45 Colt, .44-40
and .44 Special.

A Fortunate Find

About 20 years ago, I stumbled onto
an old beater 7%2" .45 Colt for the sum
of $300. Upon careful inspection, as I
turned it over in my hands and caught
the light, I saw something on the frame.
What caught my eye was “U.S.”; even
though it was not in very good shape,
it appeared I had an original Cavalry
Model Colt made in 1881. There was
no caliber marking on the barrel and it
appeared to have a re-blue of sorts mixed
in with a little bit of rust. It seemed to
function okay, at least much better than
it looked. The mainframe number itself
was quite interesting as it was a “One of
One Thousand” as the last three digits of
the serial number were all zeros.

Larry Larsen, who specialized in
restoring old Colts, was given the chal-
lenge of restoring this old Colt. The
entire sixgun, except for the mainframe
and hammer, which were re-case hard-
ened, was properly and period-correctly
re-blued and the necessary re-stamping

f
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{Ihis 1880 US marked Cavalry,Colt has =

been fofally restored foifs original condifion

was performed. When we were all
finished, I had a U.S. Cavalry Colt as
beautiful as it was the day in 1881 when
it left the Hartford factory.

Bisley

A variation on the Colt Single
Action Army is the Bisley Model. Over
8,000 Bisley Models were produced
with just under 100 of them configured
with target sights. The standard SAA
grip frame was designed to roll in the
hand, however, the Bisley Model was

& ‘Handmade to your

EXACT firearm

> Available for Revolvers"

made more vertical to the bore axis
and designed to ride up higher along
the back strap. The front strap came
up higher behind the triggerguard to
allow the grip frame to really nestle into
the shooting hand. The Bisley was also
given what is now normally referred to
as a target hammer for easier cocking
and the trigger was made wider and
also curved to fit the finger. My 7%2"
Bisley Model began life as a basically
shot out .44 WCF with no finish left and
extremely oversize cylinder mouths. It

DIAMOND-+D OUTDOORS

DIAMONDDOUTDOORS.COM

& Semi-Autos ey
> Ballistic Nylon Streng _ :

OO N —

DENALI CHEST HOLSTER

www.DiamondDLeather.com (907) 306-8483 www.DiamondDOutdoors.com

FIELD-TESTED
IN ALASKA

HANDMADE
IN THE USA

ONE-HANDED
QUICK DRAW

Two GREAT products. Two ALASKAN companies. ONE DESIGN.
SHOP BOTH to find a CHEST HOLSTER that is right for you!



https://www.diamonddcustomleather.com/
https://diamonddoutdoors.com/

is now a 7%;" .44 Special with a new
barrel and cylinder and re-finished by
Hamilton Bowen.

2nd Generation

In 1955, the 2nd Generation of Colt
Single Actions began with the first
chambering being .45 Colt followed by
.38 Special, .357 Magnum and .44 Spe-
cial. These ran from 1955 to 1975 with
2nd Generation serial numbers ending
in “SA” to differentiate them from 1st
Generation Single Actions. The 2nd
Generation .45 Colt Single Action was
virtually identical to the original guns
except for some very minor changes

such as serial numbers, barrel markings,
and lack of inspector marks. Instead
of carrying on the same serial number
range that ended in 1940, Colt chose to
use an “SA” suffix on the new guns and
begin the serial numbers with 1002SA;
they would go to just over 73000SA
when production ended in 1975.

Still the same gun as the 1873 Peace-
maker, the “new” Colt was made of
stronger steels, and as far as quality
the 2nd Generation guns, at least at the
beginning, were as good, or better than
anything from the Ist Generation pro-
duction. My experience with 72" 2nd
Generation Colt Single Actions is con-

357 MAGNUM

127 Gr. HoneyBadger ™

Exceptionally well-made 772"

A4 Special Single Acions. ————

fined to .45 Colt and .44 Special plus
the only example produced in .44-40
was from the Peacemaker Centennial
Commemorative set.

3rd Generation

By 1975, history began to repeat itself
and the 2nd Generation machinery was
worn out. The Colt Single Action was
removed from production again. This
time, however, it would not take 15 years
to come back. Within a couple of years,
Colt entered the 3rd Generation of Colt
Single Action Army production, begin-
ning at serial number 80000SA.The 3rd
Generation Colt Single Action lasted

N/
AT CARBINE VELOCITIES

24" penetration | 100% weight retention | 6" wound cavity

Velocity 1365 FPS
Energy 526 FT. LBS.

Ammunition

TO LOCATE A DEALER

NEAR YOU, CALL 800.568.6625

WWW.BLACK-HILLS.COM

O8O0
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into the late 1980s when the market was
flooded with all types of variations as to
finish and barrel length and often second-
class examples before the production
was to cease again — for the third time.
But it was destined to return!

With the third resurrection, the Colt
Single Action Army has followed a
somewhat strange path being sometimes
offered as a production gun and other
times as a custom shop offering. The
bad news is quality has been spotty. The
great good news is my most current Colt
Single Action Army, a 7%" .45 Colt from
2011, the 175th Anniversary of Colt, is
of excellent quality with close attention
paid to fit and finish with a deep blue on
everything but the mainframe that has
the breathtaking case-hardened colors
Colt has long been known for.

My 7%" Colt Single Actions from the
3rd Generation run not only includes .45
Colt and .44 Special but also .44 WCF
and .38 WCF, which are now known
mostly as .44-40 and .38-40. Colt may
have had some trouble with specifica-
tions in the early 3rd Generation sixguns,
however, all of my later ones have uni-
form cylinders cut to the proper dimen-
sions in .44 Special, .44-40 and .38-40.

The 2nd and 3rd Generation 714"
.45 Colt Single Action sixguns.

With the .45 Colt versions cylinders cut
at 0.454", they shoot well with either
0.452" or 0.454" cast bullets.

At one time, in addition to all those
I have mentioned, they also offered the
.32 WCEF, or .32-20. I did manage to
get one of these in a 5" barrel length.
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It is an excellent shooter and I wish I
had picked up a 72" version while they
were available.

Who knows what the future holds
for the Colt Single Action Army? We do

know history has proven it ﬁ
to be a survivor.

Experior
Double stack 4.25"

Learn more about the new Experior models at www.wilsoncombat.com -
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CHESTY PULLER, .45 IN HAND

SITUATION: Famous as a leader in combat, Chesty Puller was a skillful
pistol fighter as well.

LESSON: Training, skill and the best equipment are enormously helpful.
Perhaps most important, though, is the fighting spirit that made General
Puller a legend. And ... a pre-war start in guns and hunting can shape a
more survivable combatant.

Lewis “Chesty” Puller. In his time, his name was a household word, and if asked “Who was the
most famous U.S. Marine?” — many people today would answer, “Chesty Puller.” He first made
his mark in “police actions” in places like Haiti, rose to fame in the South Pacific campaign during
World War II, and became solidified in legend by leading the Breakout in the Korean conflict.

There are many books about Puller. Most focus on his leadership and courage. One book is
even devoted to his famous quotes. But most give short shrift to the general’s formidable pistol
fighting skills.

Burke Davis (1913-2006) was the author of many historical non-fiction books, specializing
in war and warriors. One of his trademarks was a personal touch, with deep insights into the
heroes about whom he wrote. One of Davis’ classics is Marine! The Life of Chesty Puller, sub-
titled The Only Marine in History to Win Five Navy Crosses.

It is to Burke Davis we are primarily indebted for the following accounts of General Puller’s pistol
fights, his training and background with guns and his general attitude toward related matters.

Puller In Combat

Puller’s first deployments were in Haiti and Nicaragua, supporting friendly governments who
were fighting anti-American insurgents. In the latter country in 1929, he found himself trav-
eling with a Thompson submachine gun, cased with ample spare ammunition.

Two years later, he found himself fighting for his life with his .45 pistol in Nicaragua. Davis
tells us, “They were more than a hundred miles from Jinotega, Company M marching over open
country on high ground beside the swift Cua River. Puller and (Col. Williamm) Lee were not far
apart when they saw, almost at the same instant, a native dugout canoe speed around a bend
to their rear, bearing two men. One of these men fired, wildly. There was also a burst of rifle fire
from across the river — another attempt at ambush.

“Puller reacted as usual. He ran at top speed toward the riverbank, straight for the canoe,
pulling his pistol as he went. He fired in motion, and one of the canoeists fell across the gun-
wale. The patrol killed the other Indian, and when men splashed across the river, they found
the band had fled.

“Lee thought Puller’s action a climax of the fighting in Nicaragua: ‘It was the greatest field
shot I ever saw. He shot that bird from 15 to 25 yards away from that canoe, going at full speed,
and the canoe moving, too. He drilled him right in the ear, so perfectly that we looked over the
body for several minutes before finding the wound. He had shot him precisely in the opening of
the ear. I don’t think such shooting was accidental.”” (1)

Some of the accounts of Puller’s personal engagement in combat are sketchy and short on
details. Here is one, from when he was a Colonel on Guadalcanal: “A grenade fell near the Old Man
— no more than eight yards away, Captain Zach Cox estimated, but Puller turned when he saw A
Company scatter and yelled: ‘Oh, that damned thing ain’t going off.’ It helped steady the men. The
grenade was a dud. Cockrell’s B Company was being cut up in the woods by snipers in trees with
light machine guns, and fire from Puller’s front became spotty. The fight was now at close quar-
ters: The Colonel had killed three men with his .45 — one of them a Japanese major.” (2)

There were many men in combat along with Puller who were glad they, too, were carrying pis-
tols. One was Captain Regan Fuller, who spoke of an experience he had on Guadalcanal. “It was
rough country, up and down everywhere, with plenty of cover. I sent one of my boys, Corporal

Continued on next page
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Turner, up a grassy hill to our right,
where we were trying to persuade the
Old Man to stop for the night. I walked
behind Turner — and we almost stepped
on two Japs who were eating rice by a
hidden fire at the base of a big tree. They
were as astonished as we were, and we
all scrambled. I fired three clips from my
.45 and killed one of them, but the other
ran down the trail toward our main body.
Turner’s squad had deployed into line
behind us. There was a little shooting,
and then quiet ...” (3)

The Guns Of Chesty Puller

Most of the time when an enemy was
killed by Puller’s own hand, it appears
to have been with his service pistol.

While there exists a photo of Puller
shooting offhand with a very long bar-
reled, non-issue DA revolver, virtually
all the photos of him in the South Pacific
and Korea depict him wearing a standard
.45 auto. Burke Davis’ anecdotes all refer
to him using a .45. I’ve been unable to
find if or where Puller’s sidearm still
exists today. Most photos of him wearing
it are taken from the front, so we can’t
see whether it wore a flat (1911) or
arched (1911A1) mainspring housing.

There actually exists a chest holster

named the Chesty Puller, but it appears
to be a modern play on the great Marine’s
nickname. In every photo I’ve seen of
him in combat theaters, his .45 is in a
standard issue flap holster on his right
hip, backed up with a web double maga-
zine pouch at the left front of his web
belt. While many military officers did
carry their .45s in the tanker-style chest
holster during WWII, I've seen no indica-
tion Puller was one of them. He became a
Marine early enough he was presumably
issued a 1911, since the A1l dates to rela-
tively late in the 1920s. Of course, if he
preferred the 1911A1’s features (slightly
better sights, longer grip tang to mini-
mize hand bite, shorter trigger, arched
housing), he had the “pull” to requisition
one once they became available.

In any case, whenever Puller per-
sonally fought with a pistol in hand, it
was the government-issue pistol known
colloquially in his time as simply “the
.45 automatic.”

Puller had specific opinions on
other small arms. Pictures of him in
the field almost invariably show him
wearing a pistol and two spare maga-
zines, and he expected fighting men to
be constantly armed when in danger
zones. Davis writes of one day when
Col. Puller was selecting staff mem-
bers: “When he was choosing his intel-
ligence officers, his exec pointed out a
major sent in for the purpose by head-

quarters. Puller scoffed loudly, ‘Hell,
that man hasn’t even got on a weapon.
Find me another one.”” (4)

Only The Best For His Men

He also worked hard to make sure his
troops had ample ammunition. Again,
from Burke Davis: “As the time for a
new campaign drew near, Puller drove his
staff to complete the last detail in prepara-
tion. He warned the regimental supply
officer, an Army Quartermaster general,
was to check their requisitions. ‘Notify
me at once when he arrives,” Puller said.
‘I want to explain things in person.’

“The Army general arrived when
Puller was out, and the lieutenant took
the inspector to the supply dump. Puller
found them there and overheard their
conversation:

“‘Lieutenant, your requisitions are
excessive.’

“‘I’'m sure Colonel Puller would never
have signed for more than we need, sir.’

“‘But he’s asked for 10,000 brass
buckshot shells. What the devil does he
want with those?’

““To kill Japs with, sir.”

“‘Doesn’t Colonel Puller know
buckshot is prohibited by the Geneva
Convention?’

“‘Sir, Colonel Puller doesn’t give
a damn about the Geneva Convention
— any more than the Japs did at Pearl
Harbor.”” (5)
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It should be noted short barrel pump
shotguns were indeed used in the Pacific
Theater. My late mentor, Bill Jordan,
a veteran of that campaign, told me he
used a Winchester slide-action trench
gun and an S&W 1917 .45 revolver
when clearing enemy pillboxes in the
island campaign. The brass buckshot
shells had been requisitioned because
paper shells swelled up in the heat and
humidity there, getting stuck in the mag-
azines and chambers.

Puller’s demands for the best equip-
ment for his Marines weren’t limited to
guns and ammo. Wrote Davis, “(Puller)
spoke to War Production Board offi-
cials in Washington: ‘I want to ask you
why American troops shouldn’t have
the world’s best fighting equipment.
On Guadalcanal we saw our trenching
shovels break at the first use. All of
our men now have Jap shovels because
they’re better and more dependable. Jap
field glasses are better, too. I have good
ones myself, German glasses I’ve car-
ried for 20 years. Why should American
glasses be so poor? Not worth a damn
in the tropics. They fog up because they
are improperly sealed, and once they
get damp, they’re done for. I’ve seen
hundreds of pairs tossed away in the
jungle or the sea, because men know
they can see as well with the naked eye.
What kind of American ingenuity — or
patriotism — produced those?’”

Yet, curiously, Puller wasn’t a fan of
the M-1 Garand that George S. Patton
had called “the best battle implement ever
devised.” Davis reports the following:

“There was a squabble between A
Company and some of the 164th Army
men, for Regan Fuller’s men had bar-
tered for, or stolen, some new M-1 rifles
during the big night’s fighting, and
Army officers wanted them returned.
The Colonel was amused by the affair.
For himself, he favored the old rifle
they brought to Guadalcanal: ‘For sheer
accuracy, if you want to kill men in
battle, there has never been a rifle to
equal the Springfield 1903. Others may
give us more firepower, but in ability to
hit a target, nothing touches the old *03.
In my opinion, nothing ever will. A per-
fect weapon, if ever there was one.’” (6)

The following seems contradictory to
the above, but Davis noted, “... Puller
was asked by Marine Corps Headquar-
ters for a full report on his experiences
with the Thompson submachine gun
under field conditions and sent in an
enthusiastic report on the weapon’s
value on patrol.” (7)

Puller’s Training & Quals
While based in Hawaii, having shot
Expert Rifleman five years running,
Puller was affronted when a grizzled
sergeant offered to teach him to shoot.
When the sarge promised to bring his
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rifle score up 20 points in two weeks,
Puller accepted the challenge. Davis
reported, “Puller became the sergeant’s
pupil, shooting when targets became
vacant during the training, and shot an
average of two bandoleers daily. He
improved rapidly, and brought his record
score from 306 to 326, of a possible 350.
During all these years he qualified as
expert with both rifle and pistol, and
when a rifle team was sent from Pearl
Harbor to a competition in San Diego in
1928, Puller was a member.” (8)

Davis adds, “... in the first report
period, Puller posted an average score
in bayonet drill; a fellow Marine,
Lieutenant Gerald Thomas, finished
10 places ahead of him. But in marks-
manship, with the automatic pistol, he
ranked as expert, with a score of 91.13
out of 100 points. As a rifleman, he fired
335 of a possible 350, and stood 16" in
the class of officers. He also ranked as
expert with the machine gun, in which
he stood high in the top third of the
class, with a score of 340.” (9)

The quality of marksmanship training
in the United States Marine Corps is,
of course, legendary. That said, Puller
famously credited his survival and
many of his accomplishments in battle
to having been a young armed citizen
before he enlisted in the Marine Corps.

Born in Virginia, he learned guns
and hunting early. He was about 10
years old when cancer took his father,
and he supplemented the larder by
shooting small game and wild turkeys.
He became a trapper, selling muskrat
pelts to pay for his ammunition. “Lewis
learned both accuracy and frugality, for
he bought his own ammunition,” biog-
rapher Davis wrote. (10)

Another writer, Michael Martin,
wrote, “After his military fighting career
was over many years later, Chesty noted
he learned more about the art of war by
hunting and trapping than he learned
from any school. He insisted the skills he
learned as a kid, living off the land, saved
his life many times in combat.” (11)

Lessons

The constant presence of his sidearm
saved Chesty Puller’s life more than
once. It is no surprise you see his hol-
stered .45 in almost every photograph
taken of him in a combat environment,
from his early days in the banana repub-
lics to the Pacific Theater to Korea.
Note he insisted all his men be within
reach of their guns in combat environ-
ments, at all times. It saved his life mul-
tiple times over ... and, doubtless, the
lives of many of his troops, including
Captain Regan Fuller, as noted above.

Puller was a contemporary and friend
of Herman Hanneken in his early combat
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days. Hanneken was the man who had
killed the revolutionary leader Char-
lemagne Peralte in Haiti in 1919, with a
single .45 slug to the heart from Hannek-
en’s USMC-issue Colt 1911. Puller had
doubtless incorporated this knowledge
into his trust in the same weapon, which
he learned to keep constantly close.

His critics felt too many USMC casu-
alties had accrued from Puller’s aggres-
sive tactics, while his defenders argued
those aggressive tactics were what won
his major victories. Both sides need to
remember Puller was a casualty himself,
blown up on Guadalcanal with shrapnel
savaging his legs, yet he returned to lead
from the front sooner than his doctors
wanted. Many who served under him
were heard to say they’d follow him into
Hell ... and that he actually led them
there and did his damnedest to get them
back out after they’d won.

It is vital to remember this legendary
Marine gave credit to his survival and
victories to the hunting and shooting
skills he learned in boyhood and ado-
lescence. This sort of “pre-service prep-
aration” has served American fighting
men since the beginning of our nation.
Woods-wise citizen soldiers with their
own rifles and muskets won the Revolu-
tionary War. The National Rifle Associa-
tion was founded in 1871 by Yankee offi-
cers who had noted the superior fighting
ability of individual Confederate soldiers
who had grown up hunting and shooting.
Sergeant Alvin York in WWI, WWII’s
most decorated soldier Audie Murphy,
Carlos Hathcock in Vietnam and Chris
Kyle in the most recent conflict all fit the
same mold: super-soldiers whose skill
at arms had been developed before they
joined up. This heritage is one reason
why we at the Second Amendment
Foundation where I currently serve as
interim president have brought lawsuits
to allow young Americans ages 18 to
20 to buy their own AR15s and prepare
for a career defending their nation with
firearms similar to the faster-shooting
true assault rifles they’ll be issued when
asked to die for their country.

There is much, much more to the
history and legacy of Lewis “Chesty”
Puller than can be presented in this
short space. We conclude with thanks
to the late biographer Burke Davis, who
gave us so many valuable details from
this particular side of the Puller legend.
He is the one to thank for what you’ve

just read; hell, I merely “wrote ﬁ

the book report.”

For more info: SAF.org. References:
1) Davis, Burke, Marine! The Life of
Chesty Puller, P 56. 2) Ibid., P. 118. 3)
Ibid., P. 118. 4) Ibid., P. 181. 5) Ibid., Pp.
169-170. 6) Ibid., P. 148. 7) Ibid., P. 61.
8) Ibid., P. 46. 9) Ibid., P. 61. 10) Ibid., P,
9. 11) Martin, Michael. “Chesty” Puller
and the Southern Military Tradition,
Abbeville Institute Press, 2018.
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TOM McHALE

HOLOSUN IIE401I(-GB KZ

olosun may apply p®
cryptic model names |
to their sights, but they
sure are making some fine
red and green dots these
days. You might have seen
this one paired up with the
new Taurus GX4 T.O.R.O.
It’s a perfect complement to
the new crop of optic-enabled compact carry pistols. Out
of the box it fits the GX4 and SIG P365 pistols — other
makes may require an adapter plate.

The HE407K is available with red and green dot
options. This one features a 6 MOA green dot. It offers
12 brightness settings, two of which are night vision
compatible. You can lock the brightness of the dot to
preference and rely on the auto on/off function to bring
it into operation. You can even change the “sleep timer”
if you want — it’1l reactivate automatically with motion.

The unit runs on a single CR1632 battery accessible
via a side tray, so you don’t have to remove the unit and
lose zero when changing. MSRP: $276.46. For more
info: Holosun.com
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and it’1l be shipped to your house post haste — within 72
hours. First, choose from an IWB or OWB model, specify
your belt size, then get onto the fun part — choosing
custom colors, patterns and designs. The company offers
over a dozen standard colors, another pile of carbon fiber
texture colors, lots of camo patterns, and a pile of custom
specialty prints. I just had to go with the “We the people
...” American flag motif. Seemed appropriate.

You can make independent choices for single and
dual mag carriers and even a generously sized dump
tray. For more info: Blackhawk.com
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y fingers quickly and nimbly dance over the but-
tons, punching in the code in under a second.

The lock clicks and a small LED illuminates
the contents of the box as I flip open the lid. Hornady
Security’s Keypad Safe is quite the upgrade from the
barrel key lockbox I previously had, offering not only
a quicker way to open but a more spacious interior.
The box does come with two-barrel keys for manual
opening, but the use of a code allows for more conve-
nient and covert entry. I use this 16-gauge steel safe
exclusively in my vehicle, looping the security cable
around my seat base, though the box can be mounted as
well. It accepts 4- and 6-digit codes and can accommo-
date 1911 size pistols and 4" revolvers. I’ve been able
to fit two pistols, ammo and small valuables in the unit
comfortably. It’s
proven a great
asset, especially
for securing
valuables while
traveling and
accessing them
after dark.
MSRP: $129.99.
For more info:
Hornady.com
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never really knew
where to stow my
fircarm while car-
rying concealed inside a
vehicle. The Alien Gear
Driver Defense holster
amends this issue by posi-
tioning your handgun
between your legs under
the steering wheel. Two
straps buckle through and
around the seat while the
oLy, modular shapeshift holster
" keeps the pistol secure.
S This system leaves no
é‘;/% marks on the vehicle —
7 % ideal for retaining resale
value. Ultimately, this has
become my preferred method of carry in a vehicle for
long car trips. If you have a front-seat passenger who
is not authorized to carry, it also keeps it out of their
reach. My favorite part is the thumb release. Grab-
bing the pistol with my right hand, my thumb falls
naturally over the release, making the draw smooth,
fast and easy. MSRP: $59.88. For more info:
AlienGearHolsters.com
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NEWPRODUGTS

GIRSAN
MC1911SC
ULTIMATE

EAA Corp.

The Girsan MC1911 SC Ultimate is the ideal
concealed carry pistol. Available in .45 ACP
and 9mm, this concealable 1911 has a no-snag design. Fea-
tures incude 610 grips, a fully melded frame/slide in Blue/
Black or Dark Earth, a visual capacity window and custom
texturing. With a capacity of 6+1, the Girsan MC1911 SC
Ultimate has an OAL of 7" and weighs 1.6 Ibs. MSRP: $710.
For more info: (321) 639-4842, EAACorp.com

LEVAR RATCHETING CHARGING HANDLE

Springfield Armory

The patented LevAR Ratcheting Charging Handle gives users a 3:1 mechanical
advantage over traditional charging handles and clears stuck cartridges with ease
while keeping your muzzle pointed safely downrange. No need to slam the butt of
the gun against the ground to free stuck casings. Simply deploy the ratchefing arm
and pull back to eject the casing. The LevAR installs in seconds and is compatible with
any standard AR-15 upper receiver. Dimensions are 7.25"x2.25"x0.5"; weight is 2.9
oz. MSRP: $99. For more info: (800) 680-6866, store.Springfield-Armory.com

IMPERIAL LOAD-OUT
DUFFEL BAG V2

Maxpedition

The Imperial Load-Out Duffel
Bag V2 from Maxpedi- -
tion is a heavy duty
78L duffel bag for
travel, camping,
moving and more.
It carries a lot of
stuff yet it's comfortable to carry with the integral 2" wide
shoulder strap. This updated edifion has seat-belt webbing
throughout, a larger loop field for morale patches and slack
webbing organization on compression straps. Comes in Wolf
Gray and Black. MSRP: $129.99. For more info: (310) 768-
0098, Maxpedition.com

WARCAT
IWB

PISTOL HOLSTER
Warcat Tactical
STORAGE BAG The Warcat IWB

Arms P tion Inc. g
rms Preservation Inc Holster has a s||m,

The Pistol Storage Bag from Arms
Preservation Inc. is designed to pro-
tect subcompact to full-size handguns
from rust and contamination during

minimalist design. It's smooth and
shaped for comfort and comes with
the Warcat Claw & Wedge Kit. The
kit reduces printing by adjusting

MINI LEATHERNECK

Cold Steel

Cold Steel's Mini Leatherneck is a

series of fixed blodes offered as a

Tanto model, Double Edge Spear

Point and a Clip Point delivering

“big knife” performance in

a compact package. The Mini
Leatherneck has a 3.5" blade

and 3.25" handle for an OAL of

6.75". The 8Cr13MoV steel blade is easy
to sharpen and holds an edge well. A quillon and

pommel provide a positive grip and hand protection. The Mini
Leatherneck fits in a rugged Secure-Ex sheath for use with a
bead lanyard or a Cold Steel C-clip. MSRP: $25.99—529.99. For
more info: (877) 269-8490, ColdSteel.com

ot

storage. They use a combination

of Vapor Corrosion Inhibitor (VCI)
chemistry and barrier packaging
materials to prevent corrosion in
firearms, spare parts and ammunition
for five years or more. A.PI. bags are
available for long guns as well. MSRP:
$11.99 for pistol bags; $19.99 and
$24.99 for shotgun and rifle bags
respectively. For more info: (585)
455-0681, APIGunBag.com

the holster tighter to your body
horizontally and vertically. The
claw keeps the grip turned toward
you while the wedge adjusts the
frame inward. Warcat holsters
are made from a molded polymer
that's 20% lighter, 40% tougher
and 80% more heat resistant than
other molded holsters. MSRP:
$17.76. For more info: (208) 618-
8618, Warcat.com

- -

MGZSG Mossherg

Mossherg has expanded its
popular MC2 lineup with a
micro-compact 9mm: the MC2sc. With its

double-stack magazines, the optics-ready
MC2sc offers increased capacity but is comfort-
ably sized for concealed carry. Constructed of glass-reinforced

polymer, the MC2sc has an OAL of 6.25" and features a 3.4

stainless steel barrel and an optics-ready slide for micro red-dot
sights. For more info: (800) 363-3555, Mossberg.com
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FOR MORE INFORMATION ON SEEING YOUR PRODUCT FEATURED INNEW PRODUCTS, CONTACT DELANO AMAGUIN (8881 732-6461.

MSRP is subject to change without notice. FMG Publications presents the MSRP in good faith and is believed to be correct at the time of printing.
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PROVOKE c« DXT2 BIG DOT TRITIUM
. NIGHT SIGHTS
The Provoke draws on an ancient XS Sights
karambit design but it's also
futuristic. It is the first knife to The DXT2 Big Dot Tri-
feature Kinematic technology. How does Kinematic work, you ask? Nudge the tium Night Sights from XS
upper crosshar with your thumb — while the rest of your fingers firmly grasp the Sights offer front sight visibility in
handle — and the blade lunges and locks into place. Shift the lever at the base of all lighting conditions. They are avail-
the finger loop and the blade retreats info its closed position. The Provoke has an able for the Taurus GX4 micro-compact 9mm
open length of 7.25" and weighs 6.1 oz. Its 2.41" hawkbill-style blade is premium pistol as well as for the Taurus G3c. The sights drive
D2 steel with a black titanium nitride finish. The handle is 6061 T6 aluminum. focus to the front sight using a high-contrast front and
MSRP: $199.99. For more info: (800) 891-3100, CRKT.com a V-notch rear for an unobstructed view of the front sight.

The DXT? uses a patent pending glow dot that absorbs light
and glows in low-light levels before it is dark enough to see

"o the tritium. Other sights offered for the Taurus GX4 are the
SINGLE GUN GASE 36" 5ot R3D, Minimalist and DXW2. MSRP: From S$111. For more
The Single Gun Case 36" from Birchwood Casey is ideal for AR-15 and AKM- info: (888) 744-4880, XSSights.com

pattern rifles. Designed to accommodate rifles up to 36" in length, the case is
lighter and easier to transport than conventional hard cases. Made of rugged
600D polyester, the Single Gun Case 36" has a dual-zippered main compari- MASTER GRADE HOODIE :..
ment for securely stowing a -
carbine. Padded side panels
give optimum protection in
transit. MSRP: $69.99. For
more info: (877) 269-8490,

BirchwoodCasey.com
FIREARMS GUIDE Real Avid announces the debut of an apparel line that has
12TH EDITION - ~ something for everyone. The line includes the Master Grade
Firearms Guide Hoodie as well as five T-shirts and a long-sleeved shirt. The
Published since 2009 the Fire- hoodie is made of pre-shrunk 80% cotton, 20% polyester
arms Guide 12th Edifion is for blend ideal for cool weather. The T-shirts are made of 60%
indusiry professionals and enthusi- cotton, 40% polyester mix great for everyday wear. Two new
asts. It has the most extensive fire- women’s shirts of cotton/polyester/rayon are also available.
arms, ammo und air guns referen(e MSRP 55999 for 1he hOOdiE; SI 999 fOl' 'he Shins. FOf more
guide, gun Vulues guide and gun info.' (800) 286'0567, ReaIAVid.(Om

schematics, blueprints, antique gun
catalogs and gun manuals published

REBEL HOLSTER FOR online. Available online with activa- ENVOY
THE TAURUS GK4 ooy | | fion cords and as an onlin+fash ATTACHE
drive combo. In photo, the Firearms KITANICA Bag Lab
Versacarry’s Rebel Holster for the Taurus Guide Flash Drive Edition. MSRP:
GX4is now available. It is an opfics- $99.99 for the combo: $29.95 for The Envoy Attaché
compatible holster for OWB and IWB the activation card. For more info: from KITANICA Bag
carry. The Rebel has a raised protective FirearmsGuide.com Lab s functional,
backing with closed-cell padding fo give utilitarian and

durable. It has four
carrying options: 1) over the shoulder; 2) stowable backpack
straps with sheathed attachment points; 3) single strap sling;

and 4) top and side triple layer webbing handles. The interior

users added comfort. To securely hold
the firearm in place, the Rebel has a
custom-molded polymer front as well as
a durable, high-quality leather backing

for stability. MSRP: $59.99 for OWB; B of the Envoy is a lighter gray color for infernal visibility. It has
$69.99 for IWB. For more info: (979) R three compartments for storing a laptop, fablet and more.
778-2000, Versacarry.com e —— MSRP: $139. For more info: (415) 305-7663, Kitanica.com
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THEINSIDER

his credit, the shop of revolver sage
Hamilton Bowen turned the heavy
barrels down and orchestrated other
magical machinations turning even the
challenging 58 into a semblance of
loveliness. But to me, it was still an
almost proposition.

Then I found an aging, beater of
a .38/44 Heavy Duty with a 4" barrel
calling to me softly from a display case.
Perhaps sensing someone was close by
who would understand and rescue it, it
whispered “Take me ... take me ...!”

So I did.

As I looked at it under the harsh fluo-
rescent lights of the gun shop I saw past

Yes, your eyes don't deceive, those
are .45 Colt cariridges. An
unexpected benefit of

the conversion is a

lighter, more

active feel to

AMERICAN

the nicks, scratches, worn blue and flat-
tened checkering of the original small
S&W “Service” stocks. This hardy gal
had likely taken good care of a beat cop,
then languished in a bedside drawer for
how many years protecting a family?
What I saw there in my mind’s eye on
that olive-colored felt pad was the ghostly
image of a richly blued, ivory-gripped,
elegant lady with no small amount of
experience in life.
I also saw her in .45 Colt.

Bowen Understanding

Hamilton is a teacher, author, accom-
plished pundit, genial soul, old friend
— and the best revolver
pistolsmith in the world.
I told him what I had and
asked if a .45 Colt would
be possible. Hamilton said
it’d be a tragedy to install
a heavier barrel on the
svelte gun so I grinned and
said, “Heck, let’s rebore
and re-rifle the existing
barrel, take off the caliber
stamp and turn it into a .45
Colt barrel.” When your
skills can keep up with
your imagination, saying
such things earmark what
follows as something to
often wonder at.

Time passes, slowly I might add.
Eventually, after administrations at
Hamilton’s shop, a trip to Roy Fishpaw
for ivory grips — the junction of metal
and ivory isn’t discernible by touch —
the old girl came home.

Hamilton and his gremlins turned the
beater into a beauty, magically erasing
those hard-living decades. The custom
pinned front sight, 600-grit hand polish,
case-coloring on the hammer and
trigger and sublime yet meaningful blue
conspire together, creating something
triggering most who see it in the flesh to
simply sigh, look at me, back at the gun,
at me again, then sigh again.

I understand completely.

I do shoot it, have been known to
carry it now and again thanks to Thad
Rybka and the Milt Sparks shop, and it
often spends weeks on my desk simply
being there to enjoy. If you don’t own
such a thing, do not pass go and do not
collect $200, but sell some safe queens
and put the money to use while you
still have time to enjoy it all. Trust me
on that.

Is this the best revolver ever? Some
might argue the point with me, but I con-

fess to smiling often knowing

at least this one — is mine. !‘
For more info: BowenClassicArms.com,
MiltSparks.com
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GUN RIGHTS

Alan Korwin’

WHAT I WOULD DO

WITH 126,000 HANGUNS?
THOSE TALIBAN SIDEARMS ARE ... OURS!

ou’ve heard this before,

it’s age-old wisdom ... “If

you know how many guns

you have you don’t have
enough.” Similar-wisdom applies to
ammunition — “How much ammo
does a person need?”’” And of course,
the snide answers include, “More
than you have; you never have
enough; the last thing you want in
a firefight is to run out of ammo.”
Despite what the current administra-
tion says about, “No one needs a
hundred bullets,” our leader doesn’t
know jack about guns, ammo or
their use. This is the guy who sug-
gested firing two shotgun blasts
through a closed door to frighten
felons. If it wasn’t for the media
covering for the guy, he never could
have gotten into office.

My friend Tim Weaver, a
gentleman who ran for mayor of
a modest-sized city here in Ari-
zona, had an answer that rocked
me back on my heels: “Well, first
you need 5,000 rounds for each of
your neighbors.” And as a tangent,
when you have at least one box of
ammo in a caliber you never use,
you need another gun. Tim didn’t
get into office, a crying shame. He
had his head screwed on straight.

Though. these answers are
clever, and I like them a lot, I’'m
also put off by them. Attorney Jeff
Snyder, who wrote the brilliant
book Nation of Cowards, once told
me while we relish these sorts of
jokes, the “other side” are horrified
by these swaggering (and when
you get down to it) silly answers.
After all, you can only shoot one
gun at a time with any decent
accuracy, two at most with a drop-
off in target acquisition, and extra
guns don’t make you a better shot.
That comes from a little thing
called practice. Try shooting with

AMERICANHANDGUNNER.COM

your weak hand next time you’re at a
range. It’s tough.

Spares For You And Me

Now for sure, having extra firearms
is a good thing. Keep some stashed in
key places, use different guns for dif-
ferent applications like hunting, target
practice, carry, home defense — you
know the drill. Guns can fail, and at the
worst possible time, so a backup (or 10)
is a good idea. When friends stop by,
it’s always nice to be able to show off
some iron and take a spread out to the
range. Or loan one to a friend in need.

“Our leader doesn't know
jack about guns, ammo or
their use. This is the guy
- who suggested firing two
shotgun blasts through a
closed door to frighten
felons. If it wasn't for the
media covering for the
guy, he never could have
gotten into office.”

What’s the best gun? “The one you
have.” I can’t count all the people I’ve
interviewed who survived a deadly
encounter and didn’t have the gun with
them they would have preferred.

Next time you see a gun you just
gotta have, I say, go ahead, indulge
yourself. What’s money for, anyway?
There is little quite as exhilarating as
bringing home a nice new piece, or a fine
used one, and plopping down in your
favorite chair to ruminate. Add it to your

inventory list right away, or you’ll
forget and make the opening joke
too real. Responsible gun owners
know exactly how many firearms
they have, the numbers, locations,
and all the relevant juicy details.

For... The Taliban?

By now you’ve. seen the fright-
ening — or mouth-wateringly
tempting — lists of ordnance
Mr. Biden left for our insurgent
enemies in Afghanistan. The
Pentagon has refused to give us
accurate accounts. They say
they haven’t got any. That alone
should have you screaming for a
changing of the guard. What does
that say for the degree of truth we
have gotten from them for the past
20 years? But between Reuters,
The Times of London, firsthand
reports and photos, we know for
sure it’s a shootload.

What I’m interested in is the
126,000 handguns showing: up
on these lists. That appears to be
twice the size of the entire insur-
gent army. Some of those guys —
The Taliban — prefer belt-fed long
guns and goodies like that. We left
them plenty of that type of ord-
nance as well. If you look closely
at the images emerging from the
debacle, you can tell they don’t
know the first thing about the guns
they acquired. b

To be honest, I have no idea what
I would do with 126,000 sidearms. If

you have a clever thought,

let our editor know. ‘
Award-winning author Alan
Korwin has written 14 books, 10
of them on gun law, and has advo-
cated for gun rights for nearly

three decades. See his work or
reach him at GunLaws.com.
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ehold — the revolver.

It appears I have peers

among you who also suffer

— perhaps not quite the

right word, there — from
an affliction I affectionately call
“Um, uh ... I really like revolvers,
do you?” Leading me directly to the
part where I have to laugh when I
hear people say, “Wow, there is sure
a lot of interest in revolvers these
days, isn’t there?”’

These days? I think for a certain
segment of we die-hard “gunists”
(may I call you fellow Guncranks?),
the revolver renaissance suppos-
edly occurring today isn’t newly

Using the original barrel and reboring
it allowed the original confours
to remain unmolested.

Bowen's attention to defail shows
in the .45 Colt marking and new, pinned front sight.

IS THIS THE PERFECT REVOLVER?

minted. It’s been going on in my own
life for, well ... 60 years or more. I’ll
also wager a significant bet on the fact
it’s been going on for some time prior
to then too. I think what we have here
are people who are suddenly discov-
ering these marvelous contraptions in
which cylinders go round and round.
“Wow, these are great, aren’t they?”
they exclaim in wonder!

Cue we ’Cranks smiling in unison as
we nod our collective heads.

If you still have your Nov/Dec 2000
issue of American Handgunner, go dig
it out. I’ll wait. To kill time though,
I’ll enlighten those who weren’t savvy
enough to subscribe back then. You see,
even then in the “very dark
ages, a long, long time ago”
there were revolvers of all
sorts, and yes, some were
even marvelous. The one in
question here is, I feel, more
“marvelouser” than most.
Just maybe, dare I say it —
“The Most Excellently Mar-
velous of All?”

Okay, if you’re back with
your magazine, you’ll see a
feature I wrote called “The

Roy Fishpaw's unmatched
craftsmanship with the grips
defy the ability of a sensitive

finger to feel the juncture

between metal and ivory: s —

The Smith & Wesson name is restored as it should
be. Note the thin barrel walls and serious .45
caliber bore looking back at you. An undeniably
eye-catching combination, indeed.

-

E2)

Ultimate Outdoorsman,” which is, I
might add, an incorrect title. It should
have read, “The Ultimate Heavy Duty”
but for some reason the then-editor
called it by the wrong name. Oopsie. |
wasn’t the editor at the time, but con-
fess when I saw it I thought, Oopsie,
that’s not right. It’s neither here nor
there now, but I know what it is, and it
isn’t an Outdoorsman. Now you know.

The Back Story

I always thought S&W fixed sighted
4" N-Frames to be purveyors of all
things good about fighting revolvers.
Just enough heft, just enough authority
in look and feel and even enough power
to solve problems handily. At the top of
the pyramid would have been a .44 Spe-
cial and, more rare than common sense
in Congress today, one chambered in
45 Colt — be still my racing heart.

As time passed, S&W brought out
the Model 58 in .41 Magnum but alas,
to me it was a swing and a miss. The
heavy barrel, longer cylinder and more
“clunky” feel wasn’t quite the right
number of notes, if you will. Yet some
did convert them to .45 Colt, and to
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COLION NOIR,

Firearms Enthusiast
-

The acquisition, ownership and use of firearms is heavily regulated.
Some models may not be legally available in your state or locale. Know the law and shoot safely.

Caliber

Capacity

&

Barrel Length

18.4
0L

Weight

AL

The MAX-9™is Your Next Handgun™,
Whether you're new to firearms
ownership, or you've been an enthusiast
for years, the versatile MAX-9™ is sure
to meet your personal protection needs.
Comfortable enough to conceal in

an inside the waistband holster or
pocket holster, this micro-sized pistol
has it all - without compromising on
capacity or features. Rugged, reliable,
affordable - the Rugers MAX-9™,

R

RUGER.COM/MAX-9


https://ruger.com/max-9

A New EMISSARY

The all new Emissary 1911 from Springfield Armory”’ blends form and function seamlessly in a firearm built
for defense and loaded with custom-grade features. The Emissary’s forged slide and

frame is outfitted with a tritium luminescent front sight and an accessory rail for

adaptability. A Tri-Top cut to the slide with 40 LPIl serrations diffuses glare and a

heavy-profile bull barrel ensures the Emissary stands ready to deliver. FORGED

SCAN QR CODE FOR MORE INFORMATION S pﬂ i HGFI Ei.n ﬂn M n R,f

SPRINGFIELD-ARMORY.COM



https://www.springfield-armory.com/xd-series-handguns/xd-m-elite-handguns/
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